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Christ Lutheran Church 

Marine on St. Croix, Minnesota 

Sunday, January 29, 2017 

 

The 145th Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

 

 

 The Call to Order 

 

 Opening Devotions 

 

 ELCA/Saint Paul Area Synod 

 

 Review of the Annual Report 

 

 Conversation on Mission and Ministry of Christ Lutheran Church 

 

 The Appointment of Tellers and the Election 

 

 The Report of the Treasurer 

 

 Other matters, Questions, Concerns, Celebrations 

 

 Word of Gratitude  

 

 The Report of the Tellers 

 

 Closing Prayer and Hymn 

 

 The Benediction 

 

 Adjournment 
 

 
 

Please join us for a chili luncheon immediately following the meeting.  
 

O, the Lord is good to me, and so I thank the Lord 
For giving me the things I need, the sun, and the rain, and the apple seed. 

The Lord is good to me.  
Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen….Amen! 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH &  

RED BRIDGE PRESCHOOL STAFF 
 

 

 

Senior Pastor: Joel Martin 

Pastor of Family Faith Formation: Hannah Bartos 
   

Red Bridge Preschool: Jessica Hansen (Director/Lead Teacher), Susan Foss, Megan 

Lapos, Jenn Krusinski, Elizabeth Weisberg 
   

Office Manager/Credo Director/RBPS Bookkeeper: Laura Langreck 
   

Custodian: Charlie Anderson 
   

Financial Secretary: Susan Foss 
   

Organist, Steeple Singers Director, and Music Coordinator: Bob Waedekin  
   

Almost Angels Choir Director & Lenten Dramas: Neil Johnson 
   

 

 

 

2016 CHURCH COUNCIL 

 
John Arnason, President    Pat Pardun  Kathy Marker 

Chris Getchell, Vice President  Matt Langreck  Marcy Wirth 

Cheryl & Jim Reinitz, Co-Treasurer Bill Eggers  Eric Tryon   

Ann Smith-Gardner, Secretary   John Landrith   
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Blessed are they who affirmed their Christian faith and committed themselves  

to live their lives faithfully as confirmed members of our congregation: 
 

Rachel Folden 

Sadie Heieren 

Alec Jankowski 

Jack Wallace 

Nicole Willey 

Cooper Wylie 

Peter Zajac 
 

 

 

Blessed be the memory of those who died in Christ and entered into eternal fellowship  

with our Lord and Savior:  
 

Dorothy Krinke 

Manley Norman Nelson 

Bill Orn 

Beth Kunz 

Joanne Vanderbeek 

Fred Alan Randall 

Olive Zoller 
 

 

 
 

 

    

Blessed are they who shared their vows of love to each other and  

asked for God's blessing on their marriage: 
    

April 30, 2016          Joe Harrington and Mandi Burmeister 

September 23, 2016 Greg Amundson and Betsy Berge 

October 1, 2016  William Mueller and Liza Gunther 
 

    

 Blessed are they who were presented in faith to celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Baptism: 

 January 24, 2016 Benjamin Raymond and Charlotte Anne Johnson  

 February 21, 2016  Nolan Mark Baumann 

 March 13, 2016  Waylon William Becthold 

 March 20, 2016  Martin Wells Shields-Cutler 

 May 22, 2016   Henrik Roger Josephson 

 June 5, 2016  Elizabeth Marie Knefelkamp 

 June 26, 2016  Greta Cheryl Bjorkman 

 June 27, 2016  Caleb Avery Gast 

 August 21, 2016 Elaine Claire Schaefer 
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PASTOR’S REPORT 
Pastor Joel Martin 

In Luke chapter 12, we hear a crowd has gathered around Jesus. So Jesus tells them a parable 
about a person who had a great year of farming. So great the farmer didn’t have room for all he had 
harvested. Figuring out what to do next he decided to build bigger barns. He does. He is able to store 
all of his abundance. He feels good about himself. Now he can relax and take it easy. You know, “eat, 
drink and be merry” (actually, that’s exactly what he said). Jesus then turns the story up-side-down 
and says that very night God speaks to this man and says, “You fool! You could die tonight. And if you 
did, what would they say about your life?” Jesus turned then to the crowd and said, “In the same 
way don’t worry about tomorrow. Don’t worry about your life, for ‘Life is More Than….’” And 
while there are many ways we can interpret the parables of Jesus, it seems in this one Jesus is inviting 
us to see how too often we center our lives on that which doesn’t last, that which doesn’t nourish, that 
which doesn’t lead us to live lives of compassion, generosity and gratitude.  
 

If Jesus was telling this story today maybe the parable would be about a church located in a 
community that wasn’t quite outer ring suburb and yet not quite rural. And in this community there 
was a church, in fact there was only one church. It does pretty well. It takes care of its own. It has a 
rich history filled with many traditions. It is filled with talented people. It feels pretty good about it-
self. Within there lies however, a temptation to relax, to do what they always have done, making sure 
of course it is done the ‘correct’ way. In other words there is the temptation to not change and simply 
take it easy. Then Jesus turns the story up-side-down and says this very day God is speaking to this 
congregation saying, “You fools! Your church could die this year, and if it did would anyone notice or 
care? Do you even matter in the lives of the community, much less the lives of those who you call 
members?” And while there are many ways we could interpret this hypothetical parable of Jesus, it 
seems in this one Jesus is inviting us to see how too often we center our congregational life on that 
which doesn’t last, that which doesn’t nourish, that which doesn’t lead us to be a congregation of ac-
ceptance, compassion, generosity and gratitude.  

 

Our ministry/stewardship theme for 2017 is “Life is More Than…” Throughout the year our 
hope is that we would be willing to engage each other as a church and as individuals: to think about 
our lives and our life together, to think about the things that fill our lives and the things we fill our 
lives with, to think about the stewardship of our time, our resources, our energy and our calling (as 
individuals but also as a church). Each of us has been given this life, and together we have been given 
the life of this congregation. Over the coming year we will strive to honestly reflect on our stewardship 
of these lives. Over the coming year we hope to grow in our understanding of what it means to be a 
community, a church in today’s world – a church that reaches out and extends the love of God made 
known to us in Jesus Christ through what we say, through what we do, through how we live our lives. 
Knowing that “Life is More Than…” 
 

“Life is More Than…” is also a way of looking at our church and the year of mission and minis-
try we shared in 2016. For instance, in 2016 we collected and dispersed to the local food shelves over 1 
ton (over 2,000 pounds) of food. This includes all the non-perishable food we collected throughout 
the year along with the food we harvested from our community garden and the extra harvests you do-
nated from your own gardens. I think this is pretty impressive. It shows the generosity of our congre-
gation. It shows the concern we have for those in need. It is one way we live out our mission to “serve 
in God’s world with love.” But Christ Lutheran is more than…simply a place where people come 
to donate food. It is also a place that strives to work, to help in the elimination of poverty. It is a con-
gregation that is willing to stand up and speak out in the face of injustices. It is a congregation willing 
to welcome in the outcast, the unwanted, those seen and treated as less then human.   
 

Or I could share with you examples of how in 2016 we continued to work on keeping worship at the 
center of our lives together. Throughout the year we tried to balance the rich traditions of the Luther-
an church with a desire to be creative in how we offer worship experiences in which people’s           
lives are nourished with the good news of God’s love in Jesus Christ. 2016 was a year in which we con-
tinued to live out an understanding that worship at Christ Lutheran is more than… 

  

Continued on next page 
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PASTOR’S REPORT Continued 

 
an “obligation” or even a “have to.” There are so many obligations and other things you and I do during the 
week “because we have to.” We believe worship begins with a desire: A desire to be nourished. A desire to 
build and strengthen your relationship with God and others, A desire to awaken within yourself a deeper 
understanding of who you really are, what you really believe and how you really desire to live your life, a de-
sire to have your heart and mind stimulated and nourished in ways that allow you to live your life in joy, in 
hope and in love for others.   
  

Everybody needs relationships of real substance; where trust is strong and it feels safe to share our 
struggles and excitement, where we care for each other and challenge each other to grow ~ in 2016 Christ  
Lutheran continued to be a place where those relationships were nurtured and nourished. When asked, 
more people than not will say the community of people involved in the ministry of CLC is a leading reason 
why they are here and why they are active. Community is an interesting word – taken one way it can be very 
inclusive and open, but community can also be a word used to keep things closed off while promoting a level 
of exclusivity. In 2017, our hope is we might continue to stretch our understanding of words such as com-
munity, congregation and church knowing we believe Christ Lutheran is more than…those inside 
our walls. Although we gather together from many surrounding communities – we are part of Marine on 
Saint Croix, and our town is going through some rapid changes. Families who were long time neighbors 
have moved away or are thinking of moving. Some have died, some just are not as active as they used to be. 
New families are moving in – that is exciting, but it changes things. And now there is a question about the 
school and its future. How do we as a community embrace and support the changes going on around in the 
communities, in the families around us? How do we not only open our doors hoping people might come in, 
but how do we go out of our doors to be a church that is within our community?  
 

The longer I am a pastor the more I am convinced that the role of Christ Lutheran isn’t to make sure 
everyone believes the right or the same thing, rather we provide a safe place where people can fully engage 
in Scripture and in conversation with each other over the most important questions of life. How do we learn 
and grow as people of faith? How do we learn and grow to be more human? Our lives are unique, but at our 
core we share the deep ponderings of life: who is God, who am I, what is life, why am I here, why, how come, 
what now? As we continue to grow and move forward into the future God is putting before us, how can 
Christ Lutheran be more than…a church offering answers. How do we be a church that encourages 
living with the questions? How do we continue to model an understanding of faith development that goes 
far beyond the walls of our church while still providing a structure within our walls that nourishes and ena-
bles life filled with wonderings and wanderings? 
  

We have a great staff at Christ Lutheran. Hopefully you have noticed and I hope you have taken the 
time to express your gratitude for the hard work the staff of Christ Lutheran and Red Bridge Preschool un-
dertakes throughout the year. The work and ministry of Laura Langreck, Susan Foss, Bob Waedekin, Nancy 
Viebrock, Neil Johnson, Sandy Urgo, and Charlie Anderson provide to our church are a gift and a blessing. 
Each in their own way help keep the day to day matters of the church functioning at a high level while also 
helping us to think differently and expand our understanding of ministry. Our Red Bridge Preschool contin-
ues to have a great reputation within the area and it provides a great service and is a great ministry. Jessica 
Hansen and the teachers of Red Bridge are gifts to the children and families of Red Bridge. And I can’t even 
express the joy of being a partner in ministry with Pastor Hannah. She is truly a gift to this congregation. 
Over the past year she has taught me how to be a better pastor, and I hope I have done the same for her.  In 
the end, any conversation about the ministry that we shared together in 2016 and the ministry we are look-
ing forward to in 2017 would not be complete without giving thanks to God for each of them and for their 
dedication. It continues to be a joy to partner with them and you in the ministry we share at Christ Luther-
an. Thank you for allowing me to serve as your pastor. Thank you for the many ways you support and nour-
ish the work and ministry of Christ Lutheran. 
  

 God Keep You, 

Pastor Joel 
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PASTOR’S REPORT 
Pastor of Family Faith Formation, Hannah Bartos 

 

“God performs wonders that cannot be fathomed, miracles that cannot be counted.” -Job 5:9 

 

2016 was an exciting year of growth and learning, of experiments and challenges. As your Pastor of Fami-

ly Faith Formation, we worked to identify, care, nurture, support, and minister to and with children, youth, 

and families in this community. Looking at the past twelve months, we can be in wonder of God’s work at 

CLC and beyond. 

 

We have many people to be grateful for: for our dedicated staff who provides daily support for the minis-

try of this church; for the council who works to lead a church that is welcoming, financially stable, and 

growing; for lay leadership, including the Family Faith Formation Committee, which works alongside the 

staff to dream, design, and implement quality programming; for the children and youth who make this area 

of ministry vibrant and exciting; and for you, this congregation, who takes seriously God’s work in the 

lives of children, youth and families, and the ministry they share with us. Not all churches do this, so thank 

you, CLC, for your passion and care to our youngest friends. 

 

Special thanks to Sue Knefelkamp who retired this past August from her custodial position and her many 

years of youth leadership, and to Leigh Delisi, chair of the Family Faith Formation Committee, who is 

stepping away from this area of ministry to help revitalize welcoming ministries at CLC. 

 

 “We the people of Christ Lutheran Church are a welcoming community…” 

In a world with more conflict than we would like, more injustice than we would hope for, and more pain 

than we would deem bearable, our church can be named one of the safe places for our young people and 

families to gather. Whether “church” is defined as the building on 5th street where we officially meet or the 

spaces beyond this place, our mission is to provide opportunities for children, youth, and families to come 

together and be in fellowship.  

 

This happens on Wednesday evenings at Life Night, on Sunday mornings in worship and Kid’s church, on 

trips near and far for mission trips, camps, lock-ins, and more. In all of these places, Christ is made known 

through the stories told, the prayers voiced, and the fun shared. 

 

“We the people of Christ Lutheran Church… 

are seeking to grow faithful and transformed members…” 

Faith formation is why we gather. In our fellowship, worship, teaching, and service we are reminded who 

we are and whose we are. We are not just another after-school program or a weekend activity; we are the 

body of Christ called to love and be loved. 

 

Our Family Faith Formation ministry is built on the premise that faith is a journey. Though our ministry 

incorporates a variety of ages, abilities, and interests, we believe all people need to hear about God and 

how we fit into God’s story. This is not something to keep to ourselves; we are called to share it with kind-

ness, compassion, and love with all we meet!  

 

This foundation is evident in all of our teaching: in worship, at Kids’ Church, Life Night, Confirmation, at 

VBS, special events, and at the various camps in which we lead and participate. All of these ministries 

help us to grow as spiritual people and to grow as a church as we invite new people into our community. It 

has been the greatest pleasure to welcome new families to CLC in the past year, some who live in Marine, 

some who do not. They have embraced our community and we are better and stronger because they have 

chosen to be active at our church. 

 

 
Cont’d on next page 
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PASTOR’S REPORT Continued 

 

 

“We the people of Christ Lutheran Church… 

Who serve in God’s world with love.” 

Service is a key component of our Family Faith Formation ministry at CLC. Thousands of hours have 

been logged by our children and youth over the past year, inside of church, at school, in homes, at non-

profits, and on the streets. Service is not something that happens once a year, but it is something we strive 

to do in our daily lives.  

 

In 2016 this emphasis was seen as our young people collected food for the food shelf, volunteered through 

Wilderness Canoe Base and Feed My Starving Children, participated in Summer Stretch, made cards and 

presents for the homebound, cleaned, acolyted, ushered, volunteered to lector, served communion, baked 

treats, sang songs, prayed prayers, made “plarn” to crochet mats for people who are homeless…the list 

goes on and on. What a great thing to be able to say! 

“Life is more than…” 

As I reflect on this past year, these words help frame my experience as your Pastor of Family Faith For-

mation.  

 

“Life is more than overscheduling and running from one thing to the next…” The activities we planned 

were intentional. Instead of offering something because “we’ve always done that,” we took each ministry 

activity and asked if it had a purpose for that time and place. 

 

“Life is more than perfection.” The great thing about ministry is God is always at work, sometimes in 

messy, challenging ways. Did our new experiments like Wondering on Wednesdays, Growing in Faith To-

gether Sundays, a new Maundy Thursday worship experience, Mini-Stretch, and a different kind of senior 

high mission trip go well? Yes, they were great! Were they perfect and without bumps? Absolutely not. 

Do we have more to learn? You bet. Can we do more to engage senior high students in our community? 

Yes. Do we need to re-evaluate how money is raised for new children and youth ministries so we are the 

best stewards? We do. Thank God we serve a God who is patient and continually makes all things new! 

 

“Life is more than having all the answers.” Do we know why church membership and engagement of chil-

dren and youth continues to decline in churches? Yes and no. We have some hunches (people are being 

pulled in different directions on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings, our culture is becoming less 

Christo-centric, the church doesn’t meet the current needs of families), but do we have all the answers to 

keeping kids engaged after Confirmation, or reaching more kids in elementary and middle school, and step

-by-step plans to do something about it? No. We have some ideas but often they are different than they 

were 20 years ago, let alone 5 years ago, or even last year. We don’t have all the answers, but it doesn’t 

mean we aren’t dreaming of new ways to grow and strengthen this ministry.  

 

Looking Forward 

As we look forward in 2017, we are excited about new opportunities for learning and growth for Family 

Faith Formation ministry at CLC. I am anxious to further develop faith steps, family educational and fel-

lowship times, intergenerational service opportunities, high school ministries, and to think of ways we can 

not only bring children and youth into our church family but empower them to bring our church and faith 

out into the world. With God as our lead, I look forward to partnering with you all in the coming year. 

 

With Joy, 

Pastor Hannah 
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

John Arnason, 2016 President 
 

Greetings!  I hope that this report finds you happy and healthy.  On behalf of the church council, I would like 

to thank you for a very good year, and I am happy to say that, by many measures, Christ Lutheran Church 

continues to be healthy.  I also wanted to give you an update on some of the things we have been discussing 

and working on lately as your church council. 

 

While it may not be obvious, we are hard at work on laying the groundwork for a capital campaign.  Pastor 

Joel and Mike Bussey of Donor by Design met with a number of families to talk about the church and collect 

information to help us assess the feasibility of a campaign.  Pastor Joel also hosted two group conversations.  

Thanks to everyone who participated in these meetings, which confirmed that there is strong support to move 

forward on this.  We have assembled a terrific committee to lead this effort and I am looking forward to 

working with that group in 2017.   

 

Some of you might be thinking, “What is the big deal?  Just get on with it!”  And I agree that we want to 

move ahead as quickly as we can.  At the same time, efforts like this are successful only if they are carefully 

planned and executed.  Thank you for your patience as we work on this effort and on identifying the projects 

that we will address. 

 

One of the projects that led us to pursue a capital campaign has already been completed.  That is the installa-

tion of two new boilers.  Thank you to everyone who helped with the planning and execution of that project, 

including the removal of the old boiler.  And a special thanks to Jack Warren for his tireless work on this pro-

ject, not to mention his work to keep the entire heating system working over many years. 

 

Another big project that is approaching in 2017 is not one of our own choosing, and that is the reconstruction 

of County Road 4.  This work is slated to begin in May and, no doubt, will impact us throughout 2017.  It will 

impact our access at times during the construction, and it will also affect our parking going forward.  It will 

be inconvenient for a while, but I am sure we will appreciate it when it is done. 

 

The council has discussed several other projects and priorities that we would like to address through a capital 

campaign.  We do not have final figures on what some of these things will cost and have not made final deci-

sions on our priorities, but we are working on it.  Again, thank you for your patience and your prayers as we 

work through these issues in the coming months.  

 

In some respects, 2016 was a rough year for many of us.  The presidential election season was crazy and very 

negative.  Even on the local level, there were controversies and heated disagreements about school closings 

and the like.  In many ways, our country is very divided. 

In times like these, our church is more important than ever.  Our society clearly needs more calming, reasona-

ble, supportive voices.  We need to try to be source of light and hope.  And in many respects, Christ Lutheran 

Church has been exactly that.  Week in and week out, Pastor Joel and Pastor Hannah deliver thoughtful mes-

sages that help to keep us grounded in the things that are really important in life.  There are many other things 

to celebrate, including our Swedish dinner, mission trips, VBS, Life Night, and Serving in God’s World with 

Love Sunday, to name just a few.  We continue to confirm new members and welcomed new families.   

 

 
Cont’d on next page 
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I would like to thank everyone who made all of these things possible, including our staff, our church 

council and countless volunteers.  I would especially like to thank Pastor Joel and Pastor Hannah for their 

tireless and inspiring leadership. 

 

The new year promises to bring many challenges, but also many opportunities.  We are blessed in many 

ways and we have a lot to be thankful for.  We all should be excited about the possibilities that God has 

for us and the ministry we share.  Thank you for your support and your commitment to the mission and 

ministry of Christ Lutheran Church. 
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The 2016 Treasurer’s Report will be available at the  

Annual Meeting.  
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Red Bridge Preschool 
Jessica Hansen, RBPS Director 

 

Bridging to the Future 

 

 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me. “ 

-Jesus  

 

The staff of Red Bridge Preschool is blessed and honored by the opportunity to serve as a ministry of CLC. Ms. 

Jessica continues as lead preschool teacher and Ms. Susan has been enjoying her new role as our Tremendous 

Twos teacher. We welcomed Ms. Megan, Ms. Elizabeth and Ms. Jenn as new assistant teachers this fall. Each 

instructor loves children and enjoys sharing her unique skills and experiences with our Red Bridge family. Visit 

our website www.redbridgepreschool.com for more information about our staff and programming. 

 

Red Bridge is a nurturing place where children grow and form lasting friendships. Our students are prepared with 

the social and academic skills they need to confidently enter kindergarten. 

 

Red Bridge Preschool continues the CLC mission of reaching out to serve families and children within Marine 

and surrounding communities. We are blessed to serve 25 students from Lindstrom, Hugo, Taylors Falls, Scandia, 

Stillwater and Marine on St. Croix. 

  

Red Bridge offers classes from 9-11:45, Monday through Friday. The MWF class serves primarily Pre-K students 

and the T/TH class serves primarily 3-4 year olds. Twos attend on Wednesdays from 9-11:30.  

 

 Preschool 

Pre-K  – 9 children 

3-4 year olds – 10 children 

  

Tremendous Twos 

Wednesdays only – 6 children 

 

Marine is a wonderful community in which to have a preschool. Our students enjoy the benefits and gracious co-

operation of our local elementary school, downtown businesses and city offices, all of which we visit on a rotat-

ing basis for local field trips. In addition, parent and community volunteers and our own church staff provide a 

safe, nurturing environment which enhances the academic and social lessons provided by the classroom experi-

ence. 

  

We thank all who have supported these special little people. It is our goal to provide an exceptionally positive 

first school experience. 

  

On Sunday, Feb. 12th, we will again be co-sponsoring a Fundraiser Pancake Breakfast with the welcome 

assistance of the Scandia-Marine Lions. Proceeds from this event will be used to provide funds for our Tui-

tion Assistance Program, enabling more children to participate in Red Bridge. Please mark your calendars 

and join us! 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/r/robert_louis_stevenson.html
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Music and Worship 
Bob Waedekin, Music Coordinator and Organist 

 

As I sit here listening to a new pipe organ CD from “Luther land” Germany and reading a Christmas card 

from Wittenberg, I cannot but be reminded of the great influence music has on all of our lives, whether it is 

many centuries old played on instruments that J.S. Bach visited, or whether it is a new song written this past 

year. Music takes on many forms and surprises us in many ways. As an example, the first organ piece on the 

CD was not from the 1700’s, Bach’s time, but was an American spiritual, “The Battle of Jericho” played on 

the organ of Halberstadter Doms in Germany. The organist and trumpet player created a new and engaging 

sound using old and customary instruments. 

That is the power of music, it spans time in ways we sometimes cannot imagine, and perhaps in ways noth-

ing else can or does. Imagine this past Christmas season you heard a beautiful Christmas carol that brought 

back memories of Christmas programs long ago when you were a child. Perhaps a choral piece or an orches-

tra arrangement you heard on Spotify brought back your days singing or playing with a high school or col-

lege music group.  

Whatever influence music has on you, whether it is old or new music, we need to remember that all music is 

a gift from God to be used for his glory and edification of his people. Luther understood this 500 years ago 

and made music a central part of worship and family life. The Lutheran Church today still values the im-

portance of music in its worship services, a tradition which CLC carries on.  

Just as music of the church has changed in the past, it will also do so in the future. We will see new songs 

written, new groups performing, new people involved, new technologies employed that will propel our wor-

ship and enhance our spiritual life. Yet music will be grounded in the joy and praise of our God and loving 

savior Jesus. That first song on the CD brought this joy to my life. 

Since this is an annual report for CLC, we should discuss and rate our musical offerings for the past year. 

Since music is so personal and reflective, I propose one metric to use to measure our music ministry is by 

the number of people involved with it. Our two pastors are deeply engaged in our music program at CLC. I 

want to thank our pastors for their dedicated leadership and planning of our worship services. They continu-

ally look at new ways to share the Gospel message in song. Their leadership is vital for an effective program. 

We have many volunteers and members who weekly give of their time and talents to do the following: sing, 

direct, teach a song, play an instrument, record, take pictures, videotape, plan, update websites, lead chil-

dren, run computers, type out programs, offer an encouraging word or a word of thanks, set up or take down 

chairs, usher, help with communion, participate in worship, pray and whatever else I failed to mention. So 

based on sheer numbers alone, I believe 2016 was very successful. 

Thank you to all who made this music ministry of CLC possible. Without you this would not be possible. 

Now that 2017 is upon us, why not take up a new year’s resolution. Here is a list of the top five resolutions 

from Google: 1. Stay fit 2. Lose weight 3. Enjoy life to the fullest 4.Spend less  5. Spend more time with 

family and friends. I believe if you get involved in some way with the music ministry one or more of these 

resolutions will be accomplished. Let’s take a brief look at some possibilities. If you sing in a choir around 

Easter (stay fit, spend less, spend time with friends) or help at an outdoor service (stay fit and lose weight, 

especially if you help with chairs) or write a new song (enjoy life to the fullest), you can make a positive im-

pact here at CLC. I hope many of you will become involved here at CLC. 

May God continue to bless us through his gift of music. 
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MINISTRY/COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

 

Building/Grounds 
 

As a church we are blessed with a great facility and property that meets the needs of our church now and into 

the seeable future. Our building is historic. It is a landmark in Marine and the surrounding communities. 

Throughout the year visitors are impressed when we tell them how old our sanctuary is and how we still 

manage to welcome over 200 people to worship on most Sundays throughout the year. But having a church 

building that is “older” also comes with challenges. It requires care and upkeep. And in 2016 we were forced 

to take on some projects to keep the building functioning.  

 

As many of you know our boiler stopped working early in the year. Thankfully it waited until after the win-

ter which gave us time to figure out how to replace it in the most efficient manner. In truth the issue was not 

just “the boiler” but rather the whole heating system. Our building includes the original sanctuary along with 

two expansions (the education wing and then the Nyman Center and offices). The heating system tries to 

bring heating to each part of the building. Which because of the ways each part of the building was put to-

gether can be a challenge to heat. Replacing the boiler would be a good chance to try to make the whole sys-

tem work better and become more efficient – but it also would be more expensive. Knowing we were on a 

timeline (after all, even back in May we knew winter was coming), the highest priority was replacing the 

boiler. So over the course of the summer we took out the old boiler and replaced it with a new heating sys-

tem. And while we were not able to afford making the other needed changes to the system at this time, we 

did come up with a plan for the future when hopefully there might be some funding available.  

 

As we look around there are also other needs we are noticing. The steeple lights are still not functioning 

properly. We hope to have this fixed in the first part of 2017. Paint throughout the building is chipped and 

worn. The church kitchen is in need of some work. The counter tops are beginning to peel back and need to 

be replaced. The parking lot issue needs to be addressed as we are noticing more and more cars coming to 

church on Sunday mornings. And while these each present challenges, they are also good things. Maintain-

ing the building and grounds of our church allows us to continue to be the church. The fact we need to ad-

dress parking concerns is actually a good thing. The fact our kitchen is being used more and more for a vari-

ety of missions and ministries is a good thing. It reminds us of our need to be good stewards of the building 

and grounds. It reminds us that together we are the church.   
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Local and Global Missions 
“Serving in God’s World with Love” 

 

It’s right there in our mission statement, “Christ Lutheran….Serving in God’s World with 

Love.” It is a core understanding of who we say we are – we are a church that actively seeks out 

ways to be of service. To our neighbors, to our communities, to our country and to the world – 

we believe we are called to be a living presence of God’s love and light – not only in our words, 

but more importantly in our actions. As we continue to imagine and expand our vision for min-

istry “Serving in God’s World with Love” will continue to be a guiding principle. In 2016 we 

supported missions, ministries and organizations both near and far away. Here are just a few 

ways we strived to put our words into action.   

 

In terms of Global Missions we continued our relationship with the Lutheran church in Ugesa, 

Tanzania. This included providing for scholarships for children to attend school, support for the 

congregation and preaching points, and we have continued to seek out ways to help the area be-

come sustainable in terms of agriculture and having access to fresh water. We are currently in 

the process of planning a Mission Trip to Tanzania for November of 2017. If you are interested 

in learning more about the trip, please contact Suzanne Polack, Tom Hansen, or Pastor Hannah 

for more information (but do so ASAP).  

 

We also had a group from Christ Lutheran continue our work and partnership with Mission Ja-

maica. Our group along with people from other churches spent the week at Garland Hall Chil-

dren’s Home in the hill country, about 20 miles above Montego Bay.  At any given time Gar-

land Hall is home to 22-25 children (ages 4-17) who have been abandoned or who had to be res-

cued from unlivable conditions. The week was spent completing needed repair projects around 

the orphanage while also building relationships with the children and staff. Since we have had 

this relationship with Garland Hall for over 15 years, we have been able to watch the children 

grow. A highlight of the trip is always the trip to the ocean with the children. Despite the fact 

they live in Jamaica, most only get to see the ocean once a year when we take them. It is an af-

ternoon of pure joy. If you would like more information about Mission Jamaica, including how 

you can be part of the mission trip in February of 2018, contact Bill Eggers, Tom Nyman or 

Pastor Joel. 

 
During Lent we joined Lutheran World Relief’s campaign to assemble Personal Care Kits. 
These kits give people around the world tools to stay healthy in life’s most challenging situa-
tions. Donations of bath towels, bars of soap, combs, nail clippers, and toothbrushes were as-
sembled into kits by confirmation and life night groups. Our goal of 100 kits was exceeded.  

In 2016 we continued to support the work of the ELCA World Hunger campaign. Included in 

this support was the money the children and youth raised following the Christmas play. Using 

the Good Gifts option for the Hunger Campaign, the children and youth used the money raised 

to buy animals to give to families in poor countries around the world to hopefully help provide a 

sustainable source of resources and food.  

 

Locally we continued to support the work of the local food shelves in Scandia and Stillwater. 

Over the course of the year we collected and dispersed over 1 ton of food. We continue to have 

a community garden which harvests a variety of fresh produce which is also all given to the lo-

cal food shelves. Besides donations of food, we have maintained a partnership with Valley Out-

reach in Stillwater. Five times throughout the year we have provide volunteers for the week at 

the food shelf. In October we took part in the annual “Undie Sunday” – collecting new pairs of 

underwear and socks for the clothing shelf.  
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Local and Global Missions continued... 

 

Once a month a group from Christ Lutheran continued to bring dinner to the Ramsey County 

Family Shelter in Maplewood. We continued to wrap bandages and make care packets for 

Global Health Ministries. Our quilting group put together quilts throughout the year with most 

of them going to local shelters and mission organizations. During the summer of we had a Habi-

tat Built Day for a new Habitat for Humanity home being built in Hugo. In September we held 

our annual “Serving in God’s World with Love” Sunday where we once again had over 125 

people spend the morning expressing their faith through their service to our neighbors and com-

munity. And the list could go on and on.  
 

It is because of you and the support you give to the ministry of Christ Lutheran that we can con-

tinue to strive to be a place that is grounded in its understanding of being called to “Serve in 

God’s World with Love.” 
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Memorial Fund 
 
The memorial fund is made up of contributions made in memory of friends and loved ones. 

While many of the memorial gifts come from members and friends of Christ Lutheran, a fair 

number of the memorial gifts are given to the church by people whose only connection to 

Christ Lutheran is through the person or family of the person who has died. It is a special honor 

to be named as a recipient of memorial gifts, and we take that honor seriously. We know it of-

ten reflects the importance and love Christ Lutheran held in the life of the person who has died 

and/or with their family. It reflects a commitment to see the work and ministry of Christ Lu-

theran continue into the future God has put before us.     

 

While sometimes memorial funds are designated for a particular project or particular area of the 

ministry of Christ Lutheran – for example recently we had a person who died whose family ex-

pressed that the memorial funds be used for the ‘music department’ – most of the time the 

funds are not designated, and are used to help support and help with improvements or needs of 

the ministry that are not covered under the annual budget. In both cases we try to be in commu-

nication with the families to see if there is a preference in terms of how we might use these me-

morial gifts. In the end we try to balance the needs and the wishes of the family with the needs 

of the church.  

  

Some families hope to have the memorial gifts used in a way that will allow a nameplate of 

some kind added to keep the name of the person seen. You can see examples of this throughout 

the history of CLC – the stained glass windows, the candle sticks, the Pascal candle and stand – 

just to name a few. And while we try to find ways where this might be possible, the reality is 

most often we are not able to accommodate this request. In the end there are some things where 

a nameplate just won’t work. At the same time there are things we could buy with a nameplate 

on it, but in the end the item is not needed, nor would it be useful for the ministry. But even 

when nameplate is not possible, we trust knowing these funds are being used to further the mis-

sion and ministry we share at Christ Lutheran is in itself a meaningful legacy which can never 

be diminished.  

  

In 2016, some of the ways memorial funds were used included: purchasing a new advent 

wreath stand and candles, replacing two of the office computers that crashed, new microphones,  

and a new outdoor soundboard. In the coming year there are plans in place to use memorial 

funds to replace the carpeting in the choir room and possibly the nursery. Memorial funds will 

also hopefully be used in part to help replace the counters, cabinets and shelving in the kitchen.  

 

We thank all of you who have donated to the memorial fund of Christ Lutheran over the past 

year. We thank the families of those who have died who chose to have memorials designated to 

Christ Lutheran. We know in both cases it reflects a love of Christ Lutheran and a desire to see 

us continue to be a place that is welcoming and accepting, a place where the Love of God in 

Jesus Christ is proclaimed and lived out, a place where we serve in God’s world with love.  
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Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) 
Submitted by Loralee Di Lorenzo 

 

Report of the Audit Committee 
Fred Remund, Ron Johnson 

To the congregation of Christ Lutheran Church: 

 

The audit committee has reviewed the financial records of Christ Lutheran Church for the year ending 

December 31, 2015.  Bank statements, reconciliation reports, source documents, deposits, payroll rec-

ords, and the annual treasurer’s report were examined.   
 

Based on our review, we believe that the accounts audited for 2015 have been handled in a responsible 

manner.  Appropriate procedures and controls were in place and functioned as intended.  The records 

provided by the treasurer were well organized and complete.   

The mission of WELCA organizations throughout the ELCA is "To mobilize women to act boldly on 

their faith in Jesus Christ." The purpose of WELCA is to "commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our 

gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and 

wholeness in the church, the society, and the world." 

 

In 2016, we surveyed women of Christ Lutheran on what they would like to see WELCA offer. Re-

sponses affirmed the current fundraisers, with no strong sense of additional programming. Everyone’s 

busy lives make additional events, while interesting, challenging to commit to coordinating or even at-

tending. We will continue to listen to what women at CLC want, as well as offering new options as they 

arise. 

 

In the meantime, we are pleased to report on the activities of WELCA in 2016.  

 

Fundraisers 

The year begins with the Traditional Swedish Dinner, which is really a church-wide event, under the 

auspices of WELCA as the fiduciary agent. With some extra effort, the dinner was able to continue its 

increase in net profit over previous years.  

 

Our annual fall Bazaar, Raffle, Bake Sale and “Grandma’s Attic” was held November 5th and 6th. The 

crafts our members create and we purchase from select missions offer a unique shopping opportunity in 

contrast to the commercialized world. Grandma’s Attic second-hand sale proved popular in its second 

year with many shoppers finding treasures. All items not sold were collected by the Epilepsy Founda-

tion to find useful homes. 

 

Ministry and Mission 

Our global missions included tuition for 4 students attending school in Tanzania. Regionally, we 

continue to support the Plymouth Christian Youth Center, Global Health Ministries, Minnesota Food 

Shelf, Camp Wapogasset, and Women's Advocates Domestic Violence Shelter.  Locally, we support 

our Wednesday's Quilters, youth programs and camp opportunities and needed repairs and equipment 

for the kitchen. 

 

If you are a woman who attends CLC, you are an automatic member of WELCA - no dues or require-

ments, but your participation in any way is welcome! Think about how you would like to be nourished 

by this organization and let us know. 

 

WELCA Officers: 

Sherri Clysdale, Sandy Mondor, Loralee DiLorenzo 
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