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“We Are a Welcoming Community 
Seeking to Grow Faithful and  

Transformed Members, who Serve in 
God’s World with Love.” 

RRRACHELACHELACHEL   KKKURTZURTZURTZ      in concert   
Rachel Kurtz is a Minneapolis 
based singer/songwriter with a 
beautiful voice and an amazing 
story. She is coming to CLC on 
Wednesday, January 18th at 
6:30 p.m. Through music, story, 
laughter and tears, Rachel 
shares personal testimonies of 
tragedy and triumph with a    
vulnerability that captivates her 
audience. She has performed in 
front of thousands at the last 
three ELCA Youth Gatherings, 

and for smaller audiences at countless churches and community concerts. 
Over the past few years she has had the opportunity to travel to Africa, Ger-
many and India with her music ministry. Rachel has a strong desire to make a 
difference in the world through her music and a passion for global justice. Her 
sound ranges from classical to soulful gospel to Americana/folk.  
We are pleased to have Rachel Kurtz come to Christ Lutheran on Wednesday, 
January 18th at 6:30 p.m. for a FREE* concert in the sanctuary. It promises to be 
a night of fun, great music and inspiration for children, youth and adults. Invite 
your neighbors and friends to join us, too.  
The concert will take the place of Life Night, Thrive and Confirmation classes. 
Steeple Singers will practice after the concert. 

*Part of this evening is being sponsored by the Dan Jackson Memorial Fund. 
 

 

Community Pizza Dinner 
Prior to the concert on January 18th 

there will be a pizza dinner (pizza, 

salad, cookies) served in the Nyman 

Center from 5:00 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.  

The suggested donation is $5 a per-

son (max $20 a family).  

Come for dinner and conversation 

with family and friends, then stay for 

the concert.   



It only took me a few weeks back in 2009 to  

upset someone in worship (in truth, it probably 

took less than that). My first Sunday at Christ 

Lutheran was on February 1, 2009, just a few 

weeks after Barack Obama was sworn in as 

President of the United States. Within a few 

weeks of being here we changed how we pub-

lished the prayer list in the announcement sheet to include a 

space to pray for our leaders. So on this particular Sunday the 

prayer list said: “As a community and as individuals we in-

clude prayers for our leaders: President Barack Obama and 

Governor Tim Pawlenty.”  Following worship someone came up 

to me and it was easy to see they were upset. With announce-

ment sheet in hand they pointed at the prayer list and asked if 

“this” was  going to be in the prayer list each week. I told them 

it was. They then asked me, “you expect me to pray for Presi-

dent Obama each week?”  I think I said something to the effect 

that it was up to them, but we were going to include praying 

for our leaders in the prayer list. They went on to tell me how 

they really felt about President Obama and how they didn’t 

know if they could come to a church that prayed for him. I 

tried to tell them that the list also included the then governor 

(who they liked), and that if I had been here a few months ear-

lier the list would have said President Bush. After talking for a 

bit longer they turned and left, still angry at the idea of pray-

ing for a President they didn’t agree with. 

This confrontation came to mind recently as I realized in a few 

weeks we will be changing the name to President Donald 

Trump. And I imagine there, likewise, will be some people who 

will struggle with the idea of the announcement sheet includ-

ing the invitation to pray for President Trump each week. So 

why do it? Why do we include our leaders in our prayers each 

week? 

I guess it comes down to how we understand prayer. Do we 

pray simply to get the things we want? As if God is some sort 

of divine vending machine and prayer is a way of pushing the 

right buttons. And if we “do it right” God will deliver and we 

will be able to reach down and grab what we want? Or do we 

pray to affirm our beliefs, secretly knowing that God believes 

the same things we believe? The writer Anne Lamott wrote, 

“You can safely assume you’ve created God in your own image 

when it turns out God hates all the same people you do.” I 

think we often are tempted to pray to God as if of course God 

believes the same things we believe, and prayer becomes a  
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Church Council  
John Arnason, President, 433.8510  
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Anne Smith-Gardner,  Secretary, 439.7289 

Cheryl Reinitz, 357.4854 
Marcy Wirth, 433.3278 
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“We the People of Christ Lutheran 
Church Are a Welcoming  

Community Seeking to Grow    
Faithful and Transformed  

Members, Who Serve in God’s 
World with Love.”  

From Christ Lutheran’s Vision Statement  
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NOTES FROM PASTOR JOEL CONTINUED... 

way to affirm our thinking, our view of the world, and our understanding of what is right.      

Following the recent election there were plenty of Christians on television who attested to this 

understanding of prayer by declaring the results were in fact predetermined because of course 

God wanted President-elect Donald Trump to win. I wonder though what they felt eight years 

ago when President Obama was elected? Maybe they just didn’t pray hard enough, or God must 

have been busy. 

There are other ways of understanding prayer too. Prayer is a way of lifting up and seeking guid-

ance, seeking wisdom, seeking strength. While we believe God is everywhere and at work in all of 

creation, prayer in some ways is asking God to be present here, in this moment, with this per-

son. For some, prayer isn’t about asking God for anything. Rather, prayer is a way to simply be 

still and be present ~ in mind, body and spirit. Prayer then becomes a way of listening “for the 

still small voice” of God speaking. Which I guess relates to why I think we pray for our leaders. 

We don’t do so in order for them to agree with us, or to see the world as we see it. We pray for 

our leaders because we hope that God might guide them and fill them with wisdom, with 

strength and with safety. We pray for them to act with justice, mercy and care for all people and 

all of creation. 

See you in church, as we join together in thanks to God, as we join together in prayer.   

      ~ Pastor Joel 

 

TRADITIONAL SWEDISH DINNER  
FEATURING LUTEFISK AND SWEDISH MEATBALLS 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19 

11:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. (Continuous Seating)  
The Swedish Dinner is put on every year by volunteers. And we still have a spot 

open for you! Sign ups are still in the Nyman Center now. You can help                                
prepare/setup/serve/cleanup and/or donate food items (such as butter, potatoes, 
and cookies). There is something for everyone willing to volunteer: from waiting 
and bussing tables, to peeling potatoes (that group has a fun time), to washing 

dishes, to those who prepare the bread, cookies and coffee. No experience required! The Swedish 
Dinner is one of the two main fundraisers each year for WELCA (Women of the ELCA) —all the 

proceeds go towards mission projects.  If you have not participated before, it is so much more fun 
than work. A great way to meet new members and those people you see every Sunday but whom 

you don’t know.  

And finally, help us spread the word. Although the church has been receiving calls asking 
about “Lutefisk” since October (not bragging, but CLC’s is considered one of the best in the area, so 
people plan ahead) - we also know that many people do not know about our dinner, so invite your 

neighbors and friends to come with you.  

Tickets will be available at the door for $20. Youth 16 & under are free with a paying adult. 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 29 ~ 11:00 a.m. 

It is an exciting time to be part of Christ Lutheran. We firmly believe that God is at work through what we say and 

what we do. We are looking forward to 2017 and the many ways that God will nourish us that we might continue to 

nourish each other and the communities around us. And we invite you to share our excitement and join us for the 

Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 29 at 11:00 a.m.  
 

All members and friends of CLC are invited. The  annual meeting is a chance for you to have your voice heard and 

for you to hear the voices of others as we discuss the ministry we share at Christ Lutheran. We will approve a 

budget for 2017, elect ministry needs, and be in conversation about how we believe God is moving us forward in 

mission and ministry for the coming year.  

Between now and then, the nominating committee will be seeking out names of people willing to serve on Church 

Council, the Memorial/Legacy Committee, up to three people willing to represent CLC at the St. Paul Area Synod 

Assembly in May, and a few other positions. If you would like to nominate someone or would like more information 

please contact a member of the nominating committee: Chris Thompson, Marj Hagen and Ellen Johnson. 

The Annual Report of the Mission and Ministry of Christ Lutheran will be available no later than January 22.  

Submissions for the Annual Report need to be turned in by Sunday, January 15. 

Congregational Chili Lunch 

After the Annual Meeting on January 29th we invite you to stay for a chili lunch. Watch for a sign up sheet for 

those wanting to bring a pot of chili, bread or dessert to share for the lunch.  

 

 

 

     AND... 
 

 

 

‘Whatever Sweater’ Sunday 

Don’t put those ‘ugly’, we mean “unique” sweaters away quite yet! On Sunday,  

Janaury 29th we invite you to join us in worship at either 8:15 a.m. or 9:45 

a.m. and when you do, we invite you to wear your favorite sweater, or maybe 

your ugliest sweater, or the one that you promised you would never wear out  

n public ever again. It’s ‘Whatever Sweater’ Sunday! 
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Ash Wednesday, March 1st, marks 

the beginning of Lent. If you 

would like to be a part of the be-

loved tradition of Christ Luther-

an’s Lenten Devotional, the sign 

up seeking writers will be available 

the first week of February. Devo-

tions will then be due back by Feb. 

20th. Please read the weekly bulle-

tin announcements and Rootings 

emails in the coming weeks for 

more information about Lent at 

Christ Lutheran.  

For over twenty four years Christ Lutheran has been part 

of Mission Jamaica - most of the years having our mission 

group go to Garland Hall Children’s Home outside of 

Montego Bay. This year our mission team will be in Ja-

maica from February 4-11 making needed repairs to the 

orphanage and spending time with the 22 children who 

live there.  

Thank you to those who are providing “Christmas in   

February” gifts to the children and staff. If you would like 

to contribute to Mission Jamaica for the supplies needed 

just write “Mission Jamaica” on your memo line.  

We ask that you keep our mission team in your prayers 

while they are away February 4-11. Interested in learning 

more about Mission Jamaica or about possibly being part 

of the mission team in 2018? See Bill Eggers, Tom Ny-

man, Dan Froiland or Pastor Joel.  
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 February 24-25 

Confirmation  

students, watch 
your inboxes for 

more info! 

Sen i or H i gh 
Out ing  

with Pastor  

Hannah 
 

 February date TBD 

 for 9th-12th graders 

 Cost is $15 

 Space is limited 

 Sign up with Pastor Hannah  

 

Summer Save the Dates  
 

Senior High Urban Mission Trip to Chicago: Friday, June 16-Friday, June 23 

Vacation Bible School: July 24-July 28  

Camp Wapo (4th-12th graders): July 30-August 4 (Registration is now open) 

Seeds Weekend (3rd graders):  August 4-6 (Registration is now open) 

Family Camp at Wild River State Park: Thursday-Sunday, August 10-14 

 (Reserve your camping spot today. Space is limited!) 

http://www.bethany-denver2.org/wp-content/uploads/FaithForm.jpg
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JOIN US FOR LIFE NIGHT THIS WINTER! 
 

Wednesday Night Life Night Schedule 

5:15-6:15 p.m.—Dinner is Served. The suggested donation  

is $5 a person or max $20 a family. Pre-paid punch cards are available.  
  

5:40-6:15 p.m.—Almost Angels Children’s Choir and CREDO Practice 
 

6:15-7:30 p.m.—Life Night Classes for Children  
 

6:30-7:30 p.m.—THRIVE 
 

6:30-7:40 p.m.—Confirmation for 7th, 8th and 9th Graders 
 

7:15-8:30 p.m.—Steeple Singers Adult Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each Wednesday night, at 6:30 p.m., adults are invited to gather in the Fireside Room 

for THRIVE, our Adult Education time. We hope you’ll be able to join us this winter for 

the following: 

January 25 - A group of travelers from CLC went to Germany in November. Join us as they present photos 
and tell stories of their time abroad.  

 

February 1 - House of Cards DVD:  Why the Best is Yet to Come.  John Ortberg discusses the difference 
between political power & God's Grace. 

 

February 8 - Discovery of Immigration with Lynn from the Gammelgarden. Come with pictures to share 
your family's story and Lynn will also share a little about the local immigration history in the St. Croix Valley. 

 

http://www.bethany-denver2.org/wp-content/uploads/FaithForm.jpg
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THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR HANNAH… 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have your New Year’s resolutions lasted? To be honest, mine have lasted longer than I thought 
they would. The top of my list includes: worrying less, eating more “plant strong,” and spending 
more time reading for enjoyment.  

  

One of the books I picked up in this New Year is Donald Miller’s A Million Miles in a Thousand 
Years. I highly recommend his books. He is a faithfully engaged writer who’s not afraid to ask real 
questions about life.  

  

The premise of the book is Miller wrestling with how to tell a better story with his life. After 
filmmakers step in to create a story about his memoir Blue Like Jazz, the author realizes he wants 
to start creating a better life: for the sake of himself and for those around him. He challenges read-
ers to think about when the end credits roll at the end of life, what will people say about our lives?  

  

It makes me wonder this New Year about the choices I am making to allow God to create my best 
story possible and our (Christ Lutheran’s) best story possible. With God as our author, we carry 
the promises of abundant life and hope. But how do our daily actions reflect these promises to tell 
our best stories?  

  

Do we choose love over frustration? Kindness over impatience? Faithfulness over doubt? Hope 
over despair? Compassion over selfishness? Awareness over ignorance? Positivity over pessi-
mism? Courage over fear? 

  

The good news is that each day we have been given the freedom to make choices that make a dif-
ference in our homes, schools, neighborhoods, and communities.  

  

The best news of all is that even when we mess up we have a Savior who makes even the most 
mundane stories of our lives spectacular; the most unjust, fair; the most painful, hopeful. How? 
Through the most important story ever told: in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  

  

So, whether your resolutions might have passed long ago or whether they are going strong, this 
New Year, let us work together to create and tell our best stories in God’s name.  
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Bob Davis 

Peter Fernstrum 

Audrey Flod 

Becky Gow 

Jon Hackmann 

Bertha Klinefelter 

Susan Knapp 

Vern Pennie 

Sharon Remick 

Jack Warren 

Betsy Willey 

Debbie Mock (sister of Ellen Johnson and Suzan 
Mason)  

Deb Krinke (friend of Lori Tryon and Laura 
Langreck) 

Larry Darley (family of Edna Siniff and the Clys-
dale family) 

Paul Kohl (son in law of Mary Jirik) 

Brandon (Jeanne Davis’ grandson) 

Scott Mondor (brother of Matt Mondor) 

Bill McDonald (father of Deb Landrith) 

Jonathan Hempel (nephew of Kay Hempel)  

Bret Strange (nephew of Glenda Svendsen) 

Joan Hirt (cousin of Peg Arnason) 

Jim Mondor (father of Matt Mondor) 

Annita Williams (friend of John and Deb 
Landrith) 

Laurie Greene (cousin of Dave Ledo) 

Phil Opperthauser (brother-in-law of Steve and 
Leigh Delisi) 

Jerry Carlson (brother of Lynn Holt) 

Mary and Clare Lauer (friends of Dodo 
Schouweiler) 

Pam Zawistowski (sister-in-law of Linda Menden-
hall) 

 

Please contact the church  
office if you would like  

someone added or removed from 
our Prayer List.  
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SERVING IN GOD’S WORLD 
WITH LOVE 

 

 
 
 
 

Help Always Wanted 
Help Always Appreciated 

 

 

Interested in traveling to  

Tanzania this Fall?  
Talk to Pastor Hannah, Suzanne Pollack, or Tom and Beth 
Hansen. We are looking forward to strengthening our relation-
ships with our Tanzanian brothers and sisters in this new year. 
A trip deposit is due March 1.  

 

2017 Volunteer Sign-ups 
We are in need of a lot of people to sign up for many different 
things that happen at CLC! To name a few...Fellowship Hosts, 
Kids’ Church leaders, Bread and Wine/Coffee Sponsors and 
more! Next time you’re in, take a look at the kiosk. Thank you! 

 

Valley Outreach in February 
We have been asked to provide 5 or 6 volunteers from 9:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. on Mon, Feb. 27, Wed., March 1, and Fri., 
March 3 at the food shelf at Valley Outreach in Stillwater. See 
the sign up sheet on the kiosk in the Nyman Center. Please 
park in the lot next door, as close to the street as possible. 
There are passes available in the Valley Outreach building to 
put on your dash-board. Please arrive no earlier than 9:30. 
Call Ellen Albertson for more details at 651-439-3183.  
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THANK YOU to those who donated to the PCYC Gift Sale.  1,200+ kids participated, 

choosing from 6,000 gifts for their families.  As you shop in the coming year and find some-
thing that could be used, buy it for next year's sale.  Gifts in the $5-15 range are best and 
you can also re-gift something that doesn't fit your size or style, but might be welcomed by 
someone else.  (A group that has made large donations in the past will not be able to do so 
next year so they will need additional donations from churches like ours.) 
 

 

Adventurers is primarily for adults 55+ interested in 
monthly outings.  

 

Have you ever wondered what goes on backstage during a theater production? 
Well, now you can find out! Join the Adventurers group for a backstage tour of 
the Guthrie on Friday, January 27th. We will leave the church at 9 a.m. and return 
by 2 p.m. Cost is $13.00 and this is limited to the first 9 people to sign up. Your 
check will hold your spot. Please sign up by Jan. 22nd.   
 
On Monday, February 13th, we will have our annual Mid-winter luncheon followed 
by Bingo. Lunch begins at 12 noon. Cost will be $12. The menu will be posted by 
the signup sheet in the Nyman Center. Please sign up by February 12th for  

             planning purposes. All are welcome! 

2017 marks the 500th 
anniversary of Martin 
Luther's break with 
the Catholic Church 
and a good time to 
learn more about Lu-
ther and his influence 
on our life to-
day.  Many of us at-
tended the Luther 
exhibit at MIA and 
viewed items from 
that time.  One of the 
books published for 

the exhibit will now be in our CLC library - MARTIN LU-
THER, Treasures of the Reformation.  It's a very large, 
comprehensive volume so, perhaps it would be best to 
enjoy it here in the library for the next few months so all 

can take a look. 

 

Save the date for the next 

Blood Drive at CLC 
 

Friday, February 17  
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Christ Lutheran’s most recent photo directory was 

produced in 2012. It’s time for a new one! We’ve 

partnered with Lifetouch to create our new directo-

ry. We want to have a comprehensive directory of 

our church family so please go to clcmarine.org and 

book your appointment today.   

Tuesday-Saturday, January 24-28 



Christ Lutheran Church 
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Marine on St. Croix, MN  55047 
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____________________________________________ 

Keep up to date with the 

events and ministry of  

Christ Lutheran! 
 

 CLCMARINE.ORG  
 

Our website is updated weekly 

with announcements and  

bi-monthly with the an online ver-

sion of the Steeple to People 

Newsletter and each month’s  

calendar. You can also find  

archived Steeple to People  

editions.  

You can also watch Pastor Joel’s 

and Pastor Hannah’s sermons.  

If you can’t find what you’re look-

ing for on the website, find us on  

Facebook!  

 

www.facebook.com/clcmarine 


