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Reaching out to be heard, hoping to be found, 

trusting enough to somehow pray the ... 

Cries of Help 
Lent 2018 

 

Throughout 2018, our ministry theme, “Help, Thanks, Wow: The Steward-
ship of Prayer” will shape our life together at Christ Lutheran. Our hope is 
throughout the year we might grow in our understanding and practice of pray-
er, deepening and enlivening the ways prayer connects us to God, to our-
selves and to each other.   
 
During the days and weeks of Lent we are centering our thoughts and actions 
around prayer in a variety of ways. On Wednesdays we are exploring prayer 
through acclaimed Pixar short films. Each Wednesday we watch a different 
Pixar short and connect it to our faith life and a prayer practice. If you aren’t 
familiar with Pixar animated films, you are in for a treat. They are engaging for 
children and adults alike, and promise to entice our imaginations, and deepen 
our prayer lives.  
 
Each Sunday in March as we move through the season of Lent, our   focus is 
on the prayers you and I pray that often begin with the word: Help! Whether it 
be: Help! I’m all alone, Help! I don’t know what I am doing, Help! My life is 
nothing but one loss after another, Help! Where are you God? Why are you 
silent? Each Sunday as we gather in worship we will speak a prayer, a cry 
really, a cry of help. 
  
On Easter Sunday (April 1) and continuing throughout the month of April we 
will shift our prayers and focus to Wow! Wow is the word from our lips in the 
face of the unbelievable and unthinkable (both good and bad). Wow is some-
times the only word we are able to pray in the face of the beautiful, the mes-
merizing, the miraculous. Wow prayers are the prayers we lift up when we are 
stunned to the place beyond words. We look forward to having your with us 
this Lenten and Easter season.  

STEEPLE  

TO  

PEOPLE 

 

MARCH & APRIL 2018  



I need to make a confession - I struggle with 

prayer. I can get into a good rhythm of pray-

ing everyday while I am out walking. During 

these periods I often will walk down to the riv-

er and simply spend time gazing upon the wa-

ter. Sometimes I use a mantra to center my 

thoughts, other times I will just pray whatever 

comes to mind. Then something will happen. I will get busy. 

Life will become overwhelming. And before long, a few 

weeks will have passed and I realize I have not spent much, 

if any, time in prayer. A few weeks ago a member of our 

church shared that he and his wife have prayed together 

every morning of their married life - and they have been 

married for over 60 years. I am in awe of their discipline 

and their faith. And I shrink a little knowing I have a hard 

enough time remembering to pray for 6 days straight, much 

less 60 years.  

I sometimes struggle with why we pray. Do we pray to 

change God? Does lifting up the names of people we love, 

those who we know who are hurting make any difference? 

Does God wait for me to lift up a name before God brings 

about healing? If we pray for someone and they die, or they 

don’t get better, or they don’t get the job - does that mean I 

didn’t pray the right way, or not enough people were pray-

ing for them? I am humbled when people tell me stories of 

how prayers healed them in one way or another. It’s not 

that I don’t believe them, I do. But I can’t help but wonder 

why God seemed to listen to their prayers and bring about 

healing to them while others who have prayed just as fer-

vently are at best still waiting.  

Deep down I  know God is not Santa Claus, nor is God 

some sort of cosmic vending machine, but at times my 

prayers seem to think otherwise. If you could hear them it 

would be hard for you to not think I was trying to push the 

C4 button. Hoping the vending machine will drop a map 

with directions for what I am supposed to be doing with my 

life. Have I mentioned that I sometimes struggle with pray-

er? I know this is probably not the confession you were 

hoping to hear from one of your pastors.  

Lent has always been for me a time to try to “come clean,” a 

time to honestly reflect on who I am, where I am, what I am 

doing, etc. And if we as a church are spending time during  
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NOTES FROM PASTOR JOEL CONTINUED… 

 

these days of Lent focusing on prayer - for me it has to start by confessing that I sometimes 

struggle with prayer. I have always believed in the end, prayer is about relationship. It is 

about the relationship I have with God and the relationship God has with me. And since that 

relationship overflows my life into the lives of others - prayer has also always been about 

more than me and what I want and what I believe I deserve or need.  

I am comforted by the words of C.S. Lewis who wrote; ‘I pray because I can’t help myself. I 

pray because I’m helpless. I pray because the need flows out of me all the time, waking and 

sleeping. Prayer doesn’t change God. Prayer changes me.’ In the end I hope focusing on 

prayer during these days and weeks of Lent will change me, and maybe they will change 

you, too.  

~ Pastor Joel 

 

 

 

 

Sing! Sing! Sing!  
We are looking for men and women, high school age and older, who are 

willing to be part of the Steeple Singers Choir between now and May. 

Maybe you couldn’t do it in the fall, but now it works. See our organ-

ist/choir director Bob Waedekin for more information, or just show up for 

rehearsal this Wednesday at 7:15 pm in the music room.  

The Steeple Singers will sing these Sundays: 

March 11 

March 18 

March 30 (Good Friday) 

April 1 (Easter) 

April 22 

May 20 (Music Sunday) 
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THANK YOU,  

CHRIST LUTHERAN! 
The staff and families of Red Bridge Pre-

school would like to thank everyone who   

attended our pancake breakfast. We are 

very grateful to the Scandia Marine Lions 

for donating their time to prepare our 

meal. Your generosity and support of our  

tuition assistance program are greatly   

appreciated! 
Red Bridge Preschool 
Register for Fall 

2018!  
UP TO A 5 DAY  

PRESCHOOL OPTION 
  

Red Bridge Preschool is open to all families and all children in 

the community. We currently serve families from Marine, Scan-

dia, Hugo, Stillwater and Wisconsin. Red Bridge offers an ex-

cellent early childhood program by preparing children for a life-

time of learning adventures. Our students go to kindergarten 

feeling confident, loving school and 

ready to continue learning.  

There are classes on M/W/F for 4 and 

5 year olds and T/Th for 3 and 4 

years olds, both with the option to 

add days for up to a 5 day preschool 

week. We also offer a Tremendous 

Twos class for 2 year olds on Wednesdays.  It is not too early 

to register for fall—class size is limited. We invite you to tell 

the families you know who have preschool age children about 

Red Bridge!    

 

For more information or to schedule a  

tour, contact Director Elizabeth Weisberg at  

433-3222. Visit clcmarine.org and click on the  

Red Bridge Preschool page. 



    Why Eco-Palms? 
You may notice this Palm Sunday that our palms look different than 
past years. Here’s why we made the change... 

In the typical palm trade: 

 Large floral export firms encourage over-harvesting: they pay by volume 
for palms and then throw away large amounts that aren't export quality. 

 Over-harvesting damages forests where the palm plants thrive. 

 Forests are depleted and palm-selling communities lose this important 
source of income. 

How are Eco-Palms different? 

 The palms are gathered and sold in a socially and environmentally 
just way. 

 Harvesters are paid a fair price per palm based on quality, so they take 
fewer palms out of the forest, which protects important nature reserves. 

 Community members sort, package and sell the palms themselves — not via middlemen — so more of 
the money paid for the palms stays with the people who worked the hardest to provide them. 

 Because there is a steady market for the palms, locals are motivated to protect the forests (their source 
of income), ensuring harvests well into the future. 

 Harvesting communities receive 5-6 times the normal payment per frond. 

Si lent Auct i on  

Mark your calendars        

for the  

2017 Annual Youth  

Silent  Auction! 
 

APRIL 15 & 22 
 

Now accepting donations— 

gift baskets, certificates, creative 

gift ideas, the possibilities are end-

less! Funds raised are used to help 

send our youth on summer mis-

sion trips & camps. There are do-

nation forms in the church office. 

See Sandy Mondor or Pastor  

Hannah for more info. 

Holy Humor Sunday 
We look forward to CLC’s annual Holy Humor Sunday on 

April 8 as we remember the greatest joke God ever played—
beating death on Easter morning. It not only gives us an 

“opportunity for ongoing celebrations of the greatest mira-
cle in human history—Jesus’ resurrection—it also gives each 

of us an opportunity to celebrate, and give thanks for, our 
own smaller resurrections in this world and this life”.   

(Joyful Noise Newsletter) 



Service opportunities for CLC youth & families  
Feed My Starving Children: Join a crew to help out at     
Hosanna Lutheran Church’s Mobile Packing Event April 19-
21. Details coming soon. 

 

Silent Auction to benefit children and youth summer 
ministries: April 15 and April 22. Can you donate an item or 
a basket? Talk to Pastor Hannah or Sandy Mondor. 

 

 

This Spring We Welcome 

and Invite You to be 

Part of a Faith Formation  
Activity/Class @  

Christ Lutheran. 

 Spring Scavenger Hunt 

God promises to make all things new. This time of year is one of 
the ways we can see God’s creation becoming new. As a fun, fam-
ily-friendly activity, get outside and participate in CLC’s Spring 
Scavenger Hunt. Take pictures of you with the items below and 
send them to Pastor Hannah (clcpastorhannah@frontier.com). We 
would love to see what you find! A special prize will be shared with 
those of you who participate. 

-nest   -birds singing 

-green grass  -buds on tree 

-animal  -clouds 

-puddle  -bugs crawling 

-sunny skies  -someone riding a bike 

-bare feet  -flowers starting to grow 

-animal tracks -happy people 
 

A prayer to share after the scavenger hunt: Dear God, thank you 
for your beautiful creation. Help us to pay attention to see how you 
make things new every day, outside and inside of each of us. 
Amen. 

SUMMER SUMMER SUMMER    

ACTIVITIES ACTIVITIES ACTIVITIES    

   

Save the dates and  
sign up today!  

Questions?  
Talk to Pastor Hannah. 

 
 

Vacation Bible School:  
Monday, July 23-Thursday, July 26 

 
Camp Wapo for elementary, 

middle, and high school     
students: July 29-August 3 

 
SEEDS weekend at Camp 

Wapo (2nd and 3rd graders): 
August 3-5 

 
CLC Family Camp at 
Forestville State Park  

August 9-12 

http://www.bethany-denver2.org/wp-content/uploads/FaithForm.jpg
mailto:clcpastorhannah@frontier.com
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Faith Steps A First Communion Class will be held on 

Sunday, March 25 from 11 a.m.-1:00 p.m. This class is for all 
children, youth, and adults who would like to learn more about 
the sacrament of Holy Communion. All children and youth are 
asked to bring a parent to the class. A light lunch will be served. 
A special Faith Step will be held in worship on Sunday, April 1—
Easter Sunday!  Please RSVP to Pastor Hannah by Sunday, 
March 18. 

 

3rd Grade Bibles: Third graders are welcome to join a special 

celebration of a faith step as they receive Bibles as a gift from 
the congregation. Class will take place at 8:45 a.m. on Sunday, 
April 22 and then will be presented in worship at 9:45 a.m. Sign 
up with Pastor Hannah. 

 

                   JULY 23-26  
         SHIPWRECKED VBS 

 

       Registration opens on Easter Sunday!  
 

     Can you volunteer?  
     Talk to Laura Langreck or Pastor Hannah today! 

Life Night Spring schedule 
 

April 4 ~ All Congregation Night: Service Project 

April 11 ~ Lesson– The Mustard Seed 

5th & 6th Gr – Elements 

April 18 ~ All Congregation Night: Field Trip to Shut Ins  

April 25 ~ Lesson– Jesus and the Children 

May 2 ~ All Congregation Night: TBD 

May 9 ~ All Congregation Night: Carnival & Burger Bash 

Holy Moly Classes – Preschoolers through 4th Grade 
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SERVING IN GOD’S WORLD WITH LOVE 

Help Always Wanted...Help Always Appreciated 
Christ Lutheran has a number of opportunities for  

service! Get “on mission” by giving some time weekly/monthly/

occasionally to help CLC serve in God’s world with love.  
 

Valley Outreach 
We have been asked by Valley Outreach to pro-

vide 3 or 4 volunteers to assist clients with their 

shopping the week of March 5. Volunteers are 

needed for a three hour shift, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 

p.m. Monday March 5, Wednesday March 7 or 

Friday March 9.  Volunteers are reminded to park 

in lot next door, 1825 Curve Crest Blvd.  You may 

park in the first six spots in all four rows closest 

to the street. Valley Outreach pays for these 

spots. If you park anywhere else you will be 

towed. If no spots available, park in the Valley 

Outreach lot.  Any Questions? Call Ellen Albert-

son @ 439-3183. P.S. Paper bags are needed 

any time.  You may drop them in the shopping 

cart anytime. 

This Lent, we are collecting kits for the Commu-

nity Resource Center at St. Andrew’s Lutheran in 

Mahtomedi. Families who seek assistance at 

the CRC often need household basics. This is a 

small way we can help! You can sponsor a kit for 

$20, or buy the necessary items to make a com-

plete kit. If you have any questions,  

please talk to Laura Langreck.   

Here are the items needed for a kit:  

 



Steeple to People 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact the church  
office if you would like  

someone added or removed from our      
Prayer List.  

 
CLC members:  

Anita Randen, Derek Holt, Sutton Lifto, Jim Rolig, 
Elener Cronk, Bob Davis, Bill Eggers, Earl Erick-
son, Peter Fernstrum, Jon Hackmann, Michael 
Mackner, Luise Mills, Shirley Mills, Theresa 
Schlenker, Betsy Willey, Norb Wrobel 

 

Dr. Chad Williams (husband of Karna Lennes' twin sister)  

Pat (aunt of Matt Mondor) 

Brandon Maxey (grandson of Jeannie Davis) 

Pete Heppner (friend of Carol Ledo) 

Julie Traina (sister of Jeremy McDearmon) 

Shirley Carlson (family of Mike Mardaus, friend of 

Worths) 

Jeff Posey (brother in law of Bob Vance) 

Brynlee Nelson (great granddaughter of Mary Jirik) 

Deb Krinke (friend of Laura Langreck & Lori Tryon) 

Dick McGee (friend of Bonnie Worth) 

Jerry Madir (brother-in-law of Dave Ledo) 

Reed Pollack (father of Natalie and Nick Pollack) 

Larry Darley (family of Edna Siniff and the Clysdale family) 

Jonathan Hempel (nephew of Kay Hempel)  

Bret Strange (nephew of Glenda Svendsen) 

Annita Williams (friend of John and Deb Landrith) 

Phil Opperthauser (brother-in-law of Steve and Leigh 

Delisi) 

Jerry Carlson (brother of Lynn Holt) 

Mary and Clare Lauer (friends of Dodo Schouweiler) 

Pam Zawistowski (sister-in-law of Linda Mendenhall) 
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As an artist of faith, while I hope people appreciate 
the aesthetics and the sewing details of my art-

work, I also hope they can see the deeper meaning 
of what I create. Quilting, for me, reflects a lifetime 
of expressing my faith in creeds, hymn stanzas, Bi-
ble passages and visual art. Every stitch is an act 
of creation, an act of belief. This message is an  

excerpt of “Patterns of Faith” by Kristine A. Luber 
in the November 2017 issue of Gather magazine.  

Pictured above is Lois Elsenpeter with a quilt 

that has been waiting almost two decades for 

its debut. Started in 1999, Lois completed the 

hand quilting in just a few months, but it sat un-

finished until just recently, when a friend of 

hers completed the machine quilting. It’s called 

“Grandmother’s Garden Quilt.” Lois had led the 

quilting group at CLC for almost 20 years, until 

last year when she announced her retirement. 

 

http://www.gathermagazine.org/


10 

 

 
13

h

 Annual Senior Health & Faith Day 

Tuesday, April 17th, Our Savior’s Lutheran, Stillwater 

8:30 am -12:30 pm 

FREE — EVERYONE WELCOME!  

Reserve your space early; seating is limited.  

Contact OSLC at 651-439-5704 

Sponsored by St. Croix Valley Nurse Program, Lakeview Health PowerUp Program, OSLC, and Thrivent 

CLC is once again hosting a DNR 

sponsored firearms safety/hunter 

education class for students who 

are 11 years and older. All students 

must be pre-registered. The class 

will begin on Thursdays starting on 

March 15 at 7:00 p.m.. A parent or 

guardian must accompany the stu-

dent to the classes. Classes will be 

held on the following Thursdays, 

from 7:00-9:00 p.m.: March 15, 22, 

April 5, 12, 19, and 26 with a field 

day on Saturday, April 29.  

To register or for more information 

contact:  

Bob Appert at 651-633-1039  

Don’t forget to move your clocks  

AHEAD one hour  before you go to 

bed on Saturday, March 10th.  

Daylight Saving Time begins on 

Sunday, March 11th. 

Calling all Artists and Craft People 
There are many creative people here at CLC and we would like 

to feature them in a show in the Nyman Center after East-
er. High school students and adults are invited to partici-

pate. This will not be a sale, although individuals may wish to 
ask the artist if they want. All kinds of art and crafts are wel-

come. Paintings and drawings should be framed or mounted so 
that they can be hung. Please drop them off the week of April 2-
6. There will be an entry blank on the desk in the Nyman Center 

for you to fill out. We look forward to seeing your work! 

On April 3, we will be 

going to the Minneap-

olis Institute of Art to 

see “Power and Beau-

ty in China’s Last 

Dynasty.” This a 

unique exhibit that is part production 

and part art. We will leave at 10:15 to 

arrive at the museum in time for our 

scheduled time. Lunch will follow at an 

Asian themed restaurant. Cost is $25 

which includes exhibit, museum admis-

sion and transportation. Lunch is extra.  

 
On April  26, we will be traveling to 

the Conservatory to see the spring 
flower show followed by lunch. We will 

leave the church at 9:30. Cost is $10 

and includes admission and transporta-

tion. Lunch is extra.  
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There is always quiet heading up the hillside after spending the day with 
the children and staff on the beach. On the way down you can hardly 
hear yourself think. It is so noisy. All the kids are talking. There is so 
much excitement. For some of the children at Garland Hall this might 
be the only time they get this year to swim in the ocean. But on the 
drive up, back to Garland Hall, there is silence.  
 

Part of the silence comes from exhaustion. But most of it comes from 
the reality that everyone knows but doesn’t want to acknowledge. Our 
week together is coming to an end. Usually, the “Beach Day” and 
“Christmas in February” comes at the end of our mission week. 
The children who have been at the home for years know this 
and heading up the hill, reality hits, and there is silence.  
 

It is amazing how relationships can develop over just a few days. 
This year for most of the week the children were not in school-
which meant they were around when we were working on the 
variety of projects in and around the orphanage. Some were ea-
ger to ‘help’. Some were hoping a project or repair would affect 
them in their room. All were just eager for attention and 
acknowledgement. In that moment you have a choice - you 
could focus on the project that needs to get done or you can fo-
cus on the child in front of you - knowing if you do, we might 
not finish everything we wanted to accomplish this year.        

Although we don’t know the dates for Mission Jamaica 2019 yet, 
we do know there will be projects for us to do.  
 

This year our Mission Jamaica team was at Garland Hall February 10-17. 
We spent most of the week accomplishing ‘habitat’ type projects including 
building a new outhouse, patching and painting sections of wall, building 
wooden lockers in the bedrooms so each child would have some space to 
call their own. We had a worship service with the children and staff on Sun-
day. We carried on the tradition of “Beach Day” and “Christmas in Febru-
ary.” And we played games. It was a week of pure grace.  
 

Because of your generosity we were able to gift each child with new shoes, 
new dress shirts, new towels and a variety of games and treats. Thank you to 
the people of Christ Lutheran for their ongoing support of Mission Jamaica. 
If you would like to join the mission team next year in early February, see 
Bill Eggers, Tom Nyman, or Pastor Joel for more information.  
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Keep up to date with the 

events and ministry of  

Christ Lutheran! 
 

 CLCMARINE.ORG  
 

Our website is updated weekly 

with announcements and  

bi-monthly with the an online  ver-

sion of the Steeple to People 

Newsletter and each month’s  

calendar.  

You can also watch Pastor Joel’s 

and Pastor Hannah’s sermons.  

If you can’t find what you’re look-

ing for on the website, find us on  

Facebook!  

 

www.facebook.com/clcmarine 

 
  

 

 
Help us adorn our      

worship space on Easter 
Sunday, April 1, with 

the beauty and scent of 
fresh flowers. See the 
display in the Nyman 

Center for order forms. 
Please place orders by 

March 18. 


