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“We Are a Welcoming Community Seeking to 

Grow Faithful and Transformed Members,  

who Serve in God’s World with Love.” 

The poet Alfred Austin wrote,  
“The glory of gardening: hands in 
the dirt, head in the sun, heart with  
nature. To nurture a garden is to 
feed not just the body, but the 
soul.”  

And we agree.  
Two years ago, Christ Lutheran dug 
up part of the land we use for park-
ing and built a commu-
nity  garden. Our goal 
was simple: we wanted 
to be better stewards 
of the land and we 
wanted to find a way to 
make a deeper connec-
tion with our communi-
ty. In addition, each 
year we invite people 
to bring in any excess 
harvest from their own 
gardens.  
Combining the produce 
we raised in the community garden 
with the produce people brought in 
from their own gardens we have do-
nated almost 1,000  pounds of fresh 
vegetables in the past two years to 
the Valley Outreach food shelf in 
Stillwater (that’s almost 1/2 a ton!). 
The community garden has helped 
us to feed others’ bodies, but it has 
also helped to feed our souls.  
This year during Lent we potted 
some starter plants for the garden 
and we invited people to “adopt” 

them and take care of them until we 
are ready to transplant them into 
the community garden. That day has 
almost arrived.  

On Sunday, May 22nd from 11:00 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. we will be having 
a spring gardening day. And we 
can use your help.  
 

First of all, if you have “adopted” 
some of the starter 
plants, we ask that you 
bring them back to the 
church sometime dur-
ing the week leading 
up to gardening day.  
Then on May 22nd we 
are looking for some 
extra hands to help us 
do some planting in 
the garden. We also 
invite you to keep the 
community garden in 
mind as you plant your 

own gardens - knowing that we will 
gladly take any excess harvest and 
add it to the fresh produce we will 
once again donate to the area food 
shelves. As you know, throughout 
2016 we are exploring the ways we 
are nourished by God and in turn 
invited to nourish the world in which 
we live.  
The community garden reminds us 
how connections with the earth and 
our neighbors nourish not just the 
body, but the soul. 

Nourished by Nature 



Over the past seven years I have been part of the 

same conversation each fall about the boiler. It 

can be summed up in these few words, “I hope it 

makes it through the winter.” I remember the first 

time I heard these words I laughed until I looked 

up and realized Jack Warren wasn’t laughing 

with me. Knowing nothing about how boilers 

work, except for the fact that heat is needed in the winter, I took 

great comfort in knowing there were a handful of people around 

CLC who willingly gave of their time and knowledge to help keep 

it running. But this past fall we discovered that the boiler was on 

its last legs (literally). I suppose it should be expected, after all 

the boiler is over 40 years old. And in the coming weeks we will 

be replacing the boiler. 

Over the past few months the church council has been discuss-

ing how we would finance this expense. Doing what is only abso-

lutely necessary in terms of replacing the boiler we are looking at 

an expense of over $110,000. The council has also been looking 

at what other capital projects need our attention now or in the 

near future. Some of the projects that have come up in conversa-

tion have included: the parking area and “Welcoming Place,” ad-

dressing needed maintenance around the church (including 

work needed on the organ, and the stained glass windows), and 

the possibility of purchasing a 15 passenger vehicle which will 

allow us to meet some of the growing needs of our community.   

As of the writing of this newsletter no decisions have been made 

(except for the fact that the boiler needs to be replaced and will 

be replaced hopefully in June). But I share all this asking that 

you keep the church council in your prayers as they continue to 

discern how to best be stewards of the ministry and property of 

Christ Lutheran.  

I have no doubt in the coming months you will hear more about 

how we will be working together to support, maintain and grow 

the ministry we share at Christ Lutheran. If you have questions, 

feel free to talk with a member of the church council. Their 

names are listed just to the left of this article. They would love 

your input and your involvement. And while you are talking with 

them I invite you to thank them. We are blessed to have a coun-

cil that is committed to being fiscally responsible while also ea-

ger to grow and discern how God is calling us to be a church 

that is alive and active in the community and world.  

~ Pastor Joel 

May/June 2016 

Christ Lutheran Church  
150 Fifth Street  

Marine on St. Croix, MN 55047  

clcmarine.org  
 

Church Office: 651-433-3222 
Office Hours  

8:30 AM to 2:30 PM 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 

 

Sunday Worship 

8:15 a.m. & 9:45 a.m. 
Fellowship is held between services 

* Note Summer Schedule begins May 29 
 

Staff  
 

Joel Martin, Pastor  

clcpastorjoel@frontiernet.net  
Home: 651-433-9952   
Cell: 651-323-0486 
 

Hannah Bartos, Pastor  

clcpastorhannah@frontier.com  

 

 

Laura Langreck, Office Manager,  

CREDO Director, christmsc@frontiernet.net  
 

Susan Foss, Financial Sec. & Adventurers,  

susanclc@frontiernet.net 

Cheryl Reinitz, Treasurer 

clctreasurer@frontiernet.net 
Cell: 651-357-4854 
 

Sue Knefelkamp, Custodian 
 

Bob Waedekin, Organist,  

Steeple Singers Choir                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

 

Neil Johnson, Almost Angels Choir  

 

Red Bridge Preschool 
Jessica Hansen 

Director & Lead Teacher 
Susan Foss, Assistant Teacher 

Kris Hedstand, Assistant Teacher 
Kellie Brogan, Twos’ Teacher 

Phone: 651-433-3222  

redbridge@frontier.com  
 
 

Church Council  
John Arnason, President, 433.8510  

Chris Getchell, Vice President, 433.5135 
Anne Smith-Gardner,  Secretary, 439.7289 

Cheryl Reinitz, 357.4854 
Joyce Ritz, 433.2449 

Matt Langreck, 587.4243 
John Landrith, 270.5221 

Eric Tryon, 491.6263 
Kathy Marker, 433.4149 

Bill Eggers, 433.3217 
Pat Pardun, 433.2130 

 

“We the People of Christ Lutheran 
Church Are a Welcoming  

Community Seeking to Grow    
Faithful and Transformed  

Members, Who Serve in God’s 
World with Love.”  

From Christ Lutheran’s Vision Statement  
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Starting the week after Memorial Day and continuing through the month of June, Pastor Joel will be 
leading this year’s Faith & Film series. Each Tuesday we will gather at 6 p.m. to watch a movie and 
then spend time discussing characters, themes and plots of the mov-
ies. Specifically we will explore how the movie, either deliberately or 
accidently, relates to our lives of faith and our understandings of our-
selves, the world and God.  Watch the Sunday announcements and 
Rootings emails throughout the month for the complete schedule. All 
are welcome to be part of this year’s Faith & Film Series. Can’t come 
every week? That’s okay! Join us when you are able and be part of 
the discussion. See Pastor Joel for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Join others from our community for the  

annual Memorial Day Celebration at Oakland 
Cemetery in Marine. It will be held on Mon-
day, May 30th at 10:30 a.m. Bring a blanket or 

lawn chair to sit on.  

Annual Flower Sale 

May 7
th

 & 8
th  

8 a.m.-noon 

 

Hanging and patio baskets,  

annual packs, vegetable packs 

and more! Proceeds support CLC  

children & youth programs 

 

 

 

Starting Memorial Day weekend  

(May 29) 

8:00 a.m. Sanctuary 

9:15 a.m. Outdoors on the lawn 
  (weather permitting) 

Coffee and Treats after the 9:15 worship 

 

Notes from our CLC Librarian 

I recently reread Barbara Brown Taylor's 
book, 'AN ALTAR IN THE WORLD'.  If it 
didn't belong in the library, there were 
many passages I would have under-
lined!  She shares how we can discover 
the sacred in the small things we do - 
paying attention to what we are doing as 
we move thru our ordinary days. 

We have several of her books in our  
library, including 'LEAVING CHURCH', 
her story of leaving a position as pastor 
and her search for meaning,  'BREAD 
OF ANGELS, a collection of sermons 
that don't read like sermons, and 
'LEARNING TO WALK IN THE DARK, 
living with things that scare.  Check one 
out. 

And, if you're wondering about being a 
Lutheran Christian, check out Peter 
Marty's book, THE CHRISTIAN FAITH - 
From a Lutheran Perspective.  It's short 
and light hearted. 
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THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR HANNAH… 
 

The Gifts of Spring: Talking about spring with your child, grandchild, or young friend 

Spring is such a wonderful time of year. The budding trees, the blooming of flowers, and the 

warmer weather live out the promise that God really does make all things new (Acts 3:21). Here 

are some talking points for you as you share the nourishing gift of spring with a young person. 
 

-Go on a walk simply to enjoy God’s gift of spring. Explain that God made each season. God 

made animals and plants, flowers and bugs, bright colors and warm weather. 

-Be on the lookout for signs of new animals. Talk about the ways in which God make each one 

to look different and be different. Ask what about what is a favorite spring time animal and say 

a prayer thanking God for it. 

-As you plant flowers or see flowers blooming, talk about how God made flowers and plants in 

many colors, shapes, and sizes. These plants feed God’s creation—including us! 

-A rainy day can bring out wiggly worms to play. Go explore them together. Talk about how 

God made water (for us to drink and play in, to help things grow) and dirt (for plants to grow in, 

for worms and bugs to live in). What a nourishing thing to think about!  

We thank God for giving us such a beautiful world, filled with plants, animals, and people, each 

different, each special!  

The Together in Grief group will meet 

on May 14 & 28, June 11 & 25. We 

meet in the Fireside Room from 

10:00 – 11:30 a.m. unless otherwise 

noted.  Anyone who has lost a 

loved one is welcome to attend.  

For more information - please con-

tact Lon or Pat Pardun at  

651-433-2130. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On May 12th we will be going to Norman 
Quacks for lunch and to the new Forest Lake 
YMCA to hear about their new facility and pro-
grams. Cost will be $5 for transportation. Lunch 
is extra.  
 

On June 9th we will begin our historical home 
tours with a visit to James Hill mansion and 
lunch at D'Vinci's. Cost is $15. This includes tick-
et and transportation. Lunch is extra.  
 

On July 7th we will see “Glensheen”  at the his-
tory theatre in St.  Paul followed by lunch. To 
continue our historical mansions series, we will 
then head up to Duluth for a tour of the real 
Glensheen mansion later in the month. Please 
check the announcements closer to the date.   
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Bob Davis 

Bertha Klinefelter 

Vern Pennie 

Sharon Remick 

Randy Eggers (brother of Bill) 

Ben Lapos (father of Andy Lapos) 

Janice Grochal (sister of Christa Getchell) 

Ken Wagner (Life Night caterer) 

Don Dunlap (father of Mary Rudeen) 

Brent Nelson (son-in-law of Mary Jirik) 

Bill Harmon (friend of Neil and Ellen Johnson) 

Baby Ellie, Justin, and Paula Williams (Emily and 
Pat Shaefer) 

Annita Williams (friend of John and Deb Landrith) 

Laurie Greene (cousin of Dave Ledo) 

Greg Meyers (son of Laura and Gary Meyers-
summer motorcyclists) 

Phil Opperthauser (brother-in-law of Steve and 
Leigh Delisi) 

Scott Mondor (brother of Matt Mondor) 

Deb Krinke (friend of Laura Langreck & Lori Tryon) 

Janice Lahman (friend of Sherri Reid) 

Cindy (co-worker of Sandy Urgo) 

Jonathan Hempel (nephew of Kay Hempel) 

Steve Bartz (friend of Lon and Pat Pardun) 

Jerry and Judy Carlson (brother & sister-in-law of 
Lynn Holt) 

Joanne Machaud (cousin of Ginny Sjoquist) 

Mary and Clare Lauer (friends of Dodo 
Schouweiler) 

Pam Zawistowski (Linda Mendenhall’s sister-in-
law) 

 

 

Please contact the church  
office if you would like  

someone added or removed from 
our Prayer List.  
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SERVING IN GOD’S WORLD 
WITH LOVE 

 

 
 

Help Always Wanted 
Help Always Appreciated 

 

Christ Lutheran has a number of  

opportunities for  

service! Get “on mission” by giving some 

time weekly/monthly/occasionally to 

help CLC serve in God’s world with love.  
 

 

Valley Outreach in June 
We have been asked to provide 5 or 6 volunteers from 
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on Mon, June 6, Wed., June 8, and 
Fri., June 10 at the food shelf at Valley Outreach in 
Stillwater. See the sign up sheet on the kiosk in the Ny-
man Center. Please park in the lot next door, as close to 
the street as possible. There are passes available in the 
Valley Outreach building to put on your dashboard. 
Please arrive no earlier than 9:30. Call Ellen Albertson 
for more details at 651-439-3183.  
 

Habitat for Humanity Project 

Thursday, June 16th 

Join CLC members and friends from St. Andrew's Lu-
theran Church to nourish a family by helping build their 
home in Hugo. The address of the property is 14932 
Generation Avenue: it is east of Highway 61 and just off 
147th street. We will work from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Lunch will be provided, as well as drinks. Possible pro-
ject work includes framing, decking, and siding. All abili-
ties and skill-sets welcome. Volunteers must be at least 
16 years of age. Sign up in the Nyman Center or with 
Dave Massopust.  
davidmassopust@gmail.com  
 

Community Garden Caretakers 
We need you! Please sign up in the Nyman Center for 1 
or more weeks this summer to care for the garden by 
watering, weeding, and harvesting (when that time 
comes).  
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Join us for Life 

night in may!  
 

The first two weeks will be the regular 
Life Night schedule, and then on  

May 18th… 
YOU’RE INVITED 

to the end of year  
LIFE NIGHT CARNIVAL!  

Games, Face Painting, Snacks, Prizes 
The fun starts at 5:15 with the Burger 

Bash picnic. Bring a friend!  
 

GROUP OUTINGS...GROUP OUTINGS...GROUP OUTINGS...   
Tuesday, May 31st - Day on the St. Croix River  

Enjoy a day on the river with friends from CLC. 

Bring your kayak or canoe, or offer your pontoon 

for the day. We will gather 10:00 a.m. at the 

General Store. Sign up with Kathy Marker.   

Ktmarker1@gmail.com or 612-747-0130 

 
CLC @ the St. Paul Saints! Sunday, July 24th 

We’ll leave CLC at 2:30 p.m. for tailgating prior 

to the 5:05 game. Watch for the sign up soon! 

Cost is $27 per ticket and payment is due when 

you sign up.  

 

SUMMER NIGHTSSUMMER NIGHTSSUMMER NIGHTS  

Mark your calendars now! 

Wednesday, June 15th @ Big Marine Park Reserve  

Wednesday, July 13th @ Square Lake Park 

Wednesday, August 24th @  CLC w/ RBPS Open House 
 

 
We’ll gather at 6:00 p.m.  Food will be potluck style so please 

bring a dish to share, burgers and hot dogs provided.  We 
hope to have some volunteers to grill burgers and hotdogs for 

the crowd!  Please bring blankets and lawn chairs, and any 
lawn games or sports equipment you think would be fun. Big 

Marine has a great playground, hiking trails, and swimming 
beach. Square Lake has a wonderful beach for swimming and 

an open lawn area for games.  
(Both parks require a permit or $5 for a daily pass) 

Summer Nights was a big hit last summer!  
All people are welcome! We hope you’ll join us! 

Questions? Contact Lori Tryon (433-0510) or Laura in the office. 

  
 

A special summer program for youth com-
pleting grades 6-9. Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m.-
4:30 p.m., June 8-July 6. Register by May 23 
for the early bird discount of $99. Talk to 
Pastor Hannah if you have questions.  

http://www.bethany-denver2.org/wp-content/uploads/FaithForm.jpg
mailto:Ktmarker1@gmail.com


SAVE THE DATES 
Women's Retreat at Eagle Bluff 

Friday, October 28 - Sunday, October 30  

Fall is the perfect time to get away. Join the trip to Eagle Bluff Environmental Learning Center in Lanesboro, MN and 

enjoy fellowship, learning, and even a ropes course. Be nourished by the women around you and by the beautiful 

setting. More information coming soon.  

Contact: Jody Nyenhuis  jnyenhuis@frontier.com 
 

2nd CLC Women's Dog Sled Trip to YMCA Camp Menogyn   

Tuesday, January 31 - Thursday, February 2, 2017  

A winter adventure is awaiting you in the Boundary Waters. Join women from CLC for a trip of a lifetime to Camp 

Menogyn. Enjoy traveling north for skiing, snowshoeing, dog sledding, relaxation, and fun. Last year's group rated it 5 

stars! More information coming soon. 

Contact: Kathy Marker ktmarker1@gmail.com 7 

Voted “BEST VBS” in the St. 
Croix Valley for 2 yrs. in a row! 

 

July 25-29 

9 a.m.-noon  

Ages 3-6th gr. 

Register soon!  
 

Can you volunteer?  
Talk to Laura Langreck or  

Pastor Hannah today! 

 

“This is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more 
in knowledge and depth of insight…”  

Philippians 1:9  

Class of 2016 ~ Senior Recognition Sunday, May 22nd 

During our 9:15 a.m. worship on Sunday, May 22nd, we will be recog-

nizing and praying for all our high school seniors graduating this June. 

We ask that you keep these young people in your prayers as they 

mark this accomplishment and continue on their journeys of life.  

(If you are a high school senior/or a parent of one, we remind you to 

get your bio information and a senior portrait of the  

graduate into the church by May 16th.)  

mailto:jnyenhuis@frontier.com
mailto:ktmarker1@gmail.com
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Keep up to date with the 

events and ministry of  

Christ Lutheran! 
 

 CLCMARINE.ORG  
 

Our website is updated weekly with 

announcements and  

bi-monthly with the an online ver-

sion of the Steeple to People News-

letter and each month’s calendar. 

You can also find  

archived Steeple to People  

editions.  

You can also watch Pastor Joel’s 

and Pastor Hannah’s sermons.  

If you can’t find what you’re looking 

for on the website, find us on  

Facebook!  

 

www.facebook.com/clcmarine 

 

Pancake Breakfast for HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
Sunday, June 12th, 8:30-11:00 a.m. 

Christ Lutheran Church 
Sugg. donation $6, Blueberry pancakes, sausage, coffee, juice 

Money raised will support the June 16th Habitat project 


