
 

 

Relentless is a word often reserved for children who seem to have a knack for asking endless ques-

tions; “what is this? what is that? why is it red? why isn’t it blue? why do they get to go? why can’t I 

go? why? why?” - “They’re so Relentless.” Or sometimes we use Relentless to describe an artist in their 

pursuit of beauty or an athlete striving to become better, or stronger, or faster - they don’t stop. They 

don’t give up. “They’re so Relentless.” 
 

In the coming year, we are going to use the word Relentless to describe who we are as Christ Luther-

an Church. Specifically, we will be lifting up how we feel called in our own lives and in our life together 

to be Relentlessly Generous ~ Relentlessly Gracious ~ and Relentlessly Grateful. Despite all the rhetoric 

and seemingly growing divisions among us, we are not going to give up on being the church togeth-

er. We are not going to give up on being gracious towards each other (especially among those with 

whom we know we disagree). We are not going to stop being a place of grace to all who enter our 

lives and our church. We are not going to give up on being grateful ~ grateful for who we are and 

what we have and the daily blessings and graces of life. We are not going to stop being generous 

with our time, our abilities and our resources. We are going to be Relentless. And we invite you to em-

brace this understanding of life and join us in this journey over the coming weeks and months of 2019.  
 

Soon, many of you will receive more information about our 2019 Ministry/Stewardship theme. It will in-

clude a financial response card which we invite you to prayerfully fill out and return to the church as 

together we plan a year of being a ministry, a church that truly is Relentless in our desire to be gener-

ous, grateful and gracious. If you do not receive a mailing, contact the church office. We will send 

one to you. And thank you! Thank you for being Relentless. 

 
“We are a Welcoming 

Community Seeking to Grow 
Faithful and Transformed Members, 

who Serve in God’s World 
with Love.” 

Join us in worship during the first three Sundays of     

November as together we explore what it means to be 

Relentlessly Generous, Gracious and Grateful in our   

personal lives and our life together at Christ Lutheran. 

November 4th - Relentlessly Generous 

November 11th - Relentlessly Gracious 

November 18th - Relentlessly Grateful 

Join us on November 4th and pick up an “I’m Relentless” shirt as we 
begin our 2019 Stewardship Campaign. 



 

 

 I admit, I am one of the people who will buy Power-

ball or Mega-Million tickets only after it reaches a 

certain amount. Usually the tipping point for me is 

when the jackpot amount goes over $300 million.  

Apparently the everyday normal starting amount of 

$50 million just isn’t worth my two dollars. I realize 

this makes absolutely no sense. I realize the odds of 

me being struck by lightning five times is greater than the odds of 

me ever winning. And I realize my odds do not get any better, and if 

anything they might be worse, when the jackpots do rise. After all, I 

know I am not the only one who only plays the lottery during such 

times. And while the odds of winning might not change, the odds of 

having to share the prize with someone else increases, which defeats 

the whole purpose of only playing when the jackpot  rises. Again, I 

realize there are many, many flaws with this train of thought. But 

just so you know, if I ever do win I will make a sizable donation to 

CLC before I tender my resignation.  

The recent record amounts for the jackpots have had me thinking 

about this lately. And I realized it is not only with the lottery this    

distorted mentality creeps up in my life. For example, I know hunger 

is an issue far too many people face in their daily lives. And during 

the next few months there will be special food drives and meals of-

fered for those who are food insecure and homeless. It happens every 

year leading up to Thanksgiving and it extends all the way through 

Christmas. Like many of you, I make a point of making donations of 

either food or money during this time of year. Yet ask me in June, 

when many food shelves are bare and there aren’t any ‘special’ meals 

offered to those in need and my first thought is ‘I don’t know if it’s 

worth it or really needed.’ Again, I know this make no sense. Likewise I 

recently had a conversation with someone who made a point of tell-

ing me they received a call from the Red Cross following the recent 

hurricanes that swept over the Southeast portions of our country. 

This person gave money to the Red Cross in the past, but this time 

didn’t because, “they were waiting to give their money to a greater disas-

ter.” As if the pictures of the devastation and flooding of the coastal 

towns wasn’t enough.  

Deep down there is a little (or a lot) of being a “bean counter” in all 

of us. We play the odds, we weigh our options, we nitpick over small 

things in order to make sure our generosity is really worth it. Does 

the person holding the “Anything Helps” sign on the exit ramp off of 

Highway 36 really need our help or is there another person down the 

road more deserving? Does it matter if they have children standing  
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‘Notes from Pastor Joel’ Continued…. 

 

next to them? Or if they are a Veteran? Will donating to provide scholarship money for children at our    

sister congregation in Tanzania really make a difference, and if so, is it more important than offering chil-

dren in the United States a better chance of staying in school? Often if you are like me, such questions in 

the end leave me conflicted and I do nothing, offer nothing, give nothing. 

Who and where and what deserves our generosity? It is one of those life questions even the best of us 

sometimes struggle with answering. We try to weigh the odds. We try to make sure our generosity is truly 

needed. I am reminded of a Jewish midrash told by Rabbi Harold Kushner. It is a story about a teacher 

who has $500. Over the weekend she gives away $100 - maybe to some special drive, or to a cause she     

believes in, or maybe even to her synagogue or church. The teacher comes to class on Monday and tells her 

students what she did. She then asks them, “How much money do I have left?” Her students laughed and 

said, “Really? You can’t figure that out? You have $400 left.” “Wrong” she said. “I have $100 left...the other money 

I might lose, or it might be taken from me, or I might be forced to pay this bill or that bill, but the $100 I joyfully gave 

away will always be with me.”  

Over the coming months we will be doing some thinking, and hopefully talking, about what it means to be 

Relentlessly Generous. And my hope is for at least a moment we might begin to realize we don’t need to be 

jackpot winners in order to live lives of generosity.  See you in church! 

~ Pastor Joel 

 

 

 

 
 

ADvent @ CLC  
Tired of all the political advertisements? Election Day is almost here. And overnight all those ads will go 
away. But don’t worry, Christmas advertising is right around the corner. But instead of just lamenting how 
commercialized Christmas is becoming, this year we will use some Christmas advertising to actually dig a 
little deeper. Advent (the four weeks leading to Christmas) is all about preparing our hearts and minds for 
the coming of Christ into our lives. “Christ is coming, Christ is always coming” are words we use in worship 
during the Advent season. During the weeks of Advent we often focus in worship on words like joy, hope, 
peace, and love. We use liturgies and read Bible passages that point out some of the dichotomies of life - 
how life is living amidst darkness and light, wandering aimlessly and being at home, life is filled with sad-
ness while also being filled with joy. It is a time in which we embrace wonder and mystery, family and faith. 
Surprisingly (or maybe not so surprising) many of these themes show up in Christmas ads. 

Join us this year for ADvent worship at Christ Lutheran on Sundays December 2, 9, 16, and 23. 
Each week will be using a recent Christmas ad or two to encourage us to prepare our hearts 

and minds for the many ways Christ comes to us each and every day.  



 

 

Nov/Dec 2018 

DONATIONS NEEDED 

Please donate your gently used clean winter coats, snow pants, 
snow boots, hats, mittens and scarves ALL SIZES (especially 
children’s sizes) to the Community Resource Center (CRC). We 
have A LOT of families and individuals in need of winter gear; 
especially our families who are currently sleeping in cars, tents 
and places not meant for human habitation. We are also in ma-
jor need of shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant and 
pillows. We are completely out of instant microwaveable food 
that we can give to families without a place/way to cook food (in 
hotels, cars, tents etc.). Items such as Instant Macaroni & 
Cheese/ Easy Mac, Cup O’ Noodles, microwaveable soup, etc. 
Families can warm these items up at gas stations and other 
public facilities. Bring donations to the CRC in Mahtomedi dur-
ing our business hours M-TH 8 AM – 4 PM or place donations in 
large wood trunk in the Nyman Center. Have questions? Call 
651-762-9124. Our hours of operation are Monday-Thursday 8 
AM- 4 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please contact the church  

office if you would like  
someone added or removed from our      

Prayer List.  
 

NEW CONCERNS: Larry Gilbert, awaiting a stem cell 

transplant at Mayo , Ben Van Sant 

 

ONGOING CONCERNS: Lori Peterson, Ray Raffel, 

Earl Erickson, Ron Hackmann, Norb Wrobel, Michael 

Mackner, Bob Armitage  

Pat Dittmar (aunt of Matt Mondor) 

Lorraine (sister of Lois Elsenpeter) 

Together in Grief   
will meet on these dates:  

 

November 3
rd

 and 17
th

 

December 1
st 

and 15
th 

 

 

 We meet in the Fireside Room from 10:00—

11:30 a.m. unless otherwise specified.  Anyone 

who has lost a loved one is welcome to join 

us.  The focus of the group is on supporting each 

other through the changes that grief brings and, 

as one group member recently stated, “learning 

how to live.”  The group is open to anyone in the 

community.  All are welcome!  If you have ques-

tions about the group – please contact Lon or Pat 

Pardun at 651-433-2130.   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Christ Lutheran occasionally provides dinner shift and 
overnight shift volunteers at the family shelter in    
Hugo. Our next dates are the evenings of Sunday, 
December 2—Saturday, December 8. The link to sign 
up can be accessed at https://www.timetosignup.com/
safamilyshelter/sheet/1271084 

There are currently 4 busy families in residence.  

Reminders:  

 Volunteers who have not completed a back-
ground check for the shelter should email Laura 
Langreck at christmsc@frontiernet.net 

 Overnight volunteers need to be a married couple 
or two people of the same gender. (There is a 
shared bedroom with 2 twin beds for overnight 
volunteers.) 

If you have any questions about volunteering, please 
email Anne Gardner at mattanne06@gmail.com 

PartyLite Candle Fundraiser   
Sandy Mondor will once again have PartyLite products available for sale        

November 25 through December 2. Proceeds from the sale support CLC     

summer ministries. Prior to the sale, catalogs and order forms are available in 

the office. See Sandy Mondor for more information or call 651-430-1229. Or 

you may place your order online www.partylite.biz/sandymondor. Thank you! 

https://www.timetosignup.com/safamilyshelter/sheet/1271084
https://www.timetosignup.com/safamilyshelter/sheet/1271084
http://www.partylite.biz/sandymondor


 

 

 

 

 
 

SERVING IN GOD’S WORLD WITH 
LOVE 

Help Always Wanted...Help Always Appreciated 
 

Christ Lutheran has a number of opportunities for  

service! Get “on mission” by giving some time to 

help CLC serve in God’s world with love.  
 

Holiday Hope 
CLC is sponsoring several people through Community 

Thread’s Holiday Hope program. A Christmas tree filled with 

donation tags will be in the Nyman Center near the end of 

November. Please take a tag or two to help those in need 

this Christmas season.  
  

Pies for Parmly 
Once a year we help sponsor the monthly birthday party for 

the residents of Parmly Care Center in Chisago City. And 

over the years we have become “famous” for our pies. This 

year the birthday party is on Tuesday,  November 20. We 

are in need of 1) People willing to make and donate a pie 

(all kinds of pies are welcome). Pies need to be dropped off 

at church by noon on Tuesday, November 20. 2) We are al-

so in need of about 4 people to help serve the pies and in-

teract with the residents of Parmly. You will be needed from 

about 1 p.m.-3 p.m. But in those two hours you will meet 

some great people and make a big difference in their lives. 

Sign up on the kiosk in the Nyman Center. 
 

PCYC Sale Donations 
Please consider donating new gift items for the Plymouth 

Christian Youth Center sale, where kids are able to “shop” 

for Christmas gifts for their families. There will be a basket 

outside of the office. Items due at CLC by Sunday, Dec. 2.  
 

Altar Guild 
We are looking for more men, women and older youth to 

serve on Altar Guild. It only takes an hour of your week and 

is an important ministry to the congregation. You can sign 

up for one Sunday a month, or for the whole month, or what-

ever works for you. If you have questions, please talk to 

Sandy Mondor or email her at candles4me@hotmail.com. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

REMEMBERING  

THE SAINTS   

~ 

SUNDAY, NOV. 4 
 

In addition to remembering and 

giving thanks to God for the ‘Saints’ 

in our lives during our normal 

Sunday morning worship services, 

CLC will host a special gathering at  

Oakland Cemetery in Marine at 5 

p.m. on All Saints’ Sunday, Novem-

ber 4. We will gather just inside the 

entrance of the cemetery for a brief 

time of remembrance and prayer, 

then all gathered are invited to place 

lit candles on the graves of family, 

friends, neighbors and strangers. 

Even if you do not know anyone who 

is buried at Oakland Cemetery you 

can come and as you place your 

candles you can remember the 

“saints” of your life and the “saints” 

of our community. As the darkness 

grows, the cemetery begins to glow 

from the candles marking the lives 

of saints near and far. Candles will 

be provided.  



 

 

Nov/Dec 2018 

November 2018 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 
 8:15 AM Worship 
9:45 AM Worship 

Fellowship Between Services 

29 30 
12:15 PM CLC Staff 

meeting 
 

8:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

31 
10:00 AM  

BYOBrain Bible 

Study 

1 
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Men's Breakfast @ 

Scandia Café 

 

DROP OFF ITEMS 

FOR THE BAZAAR, 

BAKE SALE, AND 

GRANDMA’S ATTIC  

2 

 

 
 

DROP OFF ITEMS 

FOR THE BAZAAR, 

BAKE SALE, AND 

GRANDMA’S ATTIC  

3 
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM  

Annual Bazaar, Bake 

Sale, and Grandma's 

Attic Sale 

 

10:00 AM - 11:30 

AM Together in 

Grief 

4 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:45 AM Worship 

Fellowship Between Services 

 
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM  

Annual Bazaar, Bake Sale, and 

Grandma's Attic Sale 
 
5:00 PM All Saints' @ Oakland Cem-

etary 

5 6 
9:00 AM Quilting 

group 
 

12:15 PM CLC Staff 

meeting 
 

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Girl Scouts 
 

8:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

7 
10:00 AM  

BYOBrain Bible 

Study 
 

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Life Night 

8 
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Men's Breakfast @ 

Scandia Cafe 

9 10 

11 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:45 AM Worship 

Fellowship Between Services 

12 
6:45 PM Church 

Council 

13 
12:15 PM CLC Staff 

meeting 
8:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

14 
10:00 AM  

BYOBrain Bible 

Study 
 

11:30 AM - 1:30 PM 

Adventurers Thanks-

giving Worship & 

Lunch 
 

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Life Night 

15 
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Men's Breakfast @ 

Scandia Cafe 

16 

6:00 PM Violin  

Recital  

17 
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Cooking Class-Folk 

School 

 

10:00 AM - 11:30 

AM Together in 

Grief 

18 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:45 AM Worship 

Fellowship Between Services 

 

9:15 AM Free Blood Pressure 

Checks 

19 
7:00 PM Men's Book 

Club 

20 
9:00 AM Quilting 

group 
 

12:15 PM CLC Staff 

meeting 
 

1:00 PM Pies for 

Parmly 
 

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Girl Scouts 
 

8:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

21 
 

10:00 AM  

BYOBrain Bible 

Study 
 

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Thanksgiving Eve 

worship 

 

HOLIDAY HOPE  

BEGINS 

22 
OFFICE CLOSED 

Thanksgiving 

23 
OFFICE CLOSED 

24 

25 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:45 AM Worship 

Fellowship Between Services 

26 27 
12:15 PM CLC Staff 

meeting 
8:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

28 
10:00 AM  

BYOBrain Bible 

Study 
 

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Life Night Advent 

Fair & Hanging of 

the Greens 

29 
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Men's Breakfast @ 

Scandia Cafe 

30 1 
10:00 AM - 12:00 

PM Christmas pro-

gram rehearsal 



 

 

Steeple to People 

December 2018 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

25 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:45 AM Worship 

Fellowship Between Services 

26 27 
12:15 PM CLC Staff 

meeting 
 

8:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

28 
10:00 AM  

BYOBrain Bible 

Study 
 

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Life Night Advent 

Fair & Hanging of 

the Greens 

29 
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Men's Breakfast @ 

Scandia Cafe 

30 1 
10:00 AM - 12:00 

PM Christmas pro-

gram rehearsal 

 

10:00 AM - 11:30 

AM Together in 

Grief 

2 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:45 AM Worship 

Fellowship Between Services 

 

DEADLINE FOR HOLIDAY HOPE GIFTS 

TO BE RETURNED  
 

POINSETTIA ORDER DEADLINE 
 

3 4 
9:00 AM Quilting 

group 
 

12:15 PM CLC Staff 

meeting 
 

8:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

5 
10:00 AM  

BYOBrain Bible 

Study 

 

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Life Night 

6 
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Men's Breakfast @ 

Scandia Café 

 

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM  

Time Out! Young 

Women’s Gathering 

@Brookside Pub, 

Scandia 

7 8 

9 
Children's Christmas Program & 

St. Lucia 
 

8:15 AM Worship 
9:45 AM Worship 

Fellowship Between Services 

 

2:00 PM Adventurers: St. Andrew's 

Advent Vespers 

10 
6:45 PM Church 

Council 

11 
12:15 PM CLC Staff 

meeting 
 

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Girl Scouts 
 

8:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

12 
10:00 AM  

BYOBrain Bible 

Study 
 

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Life Night 

13 
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Men's Breakfast @ 

Scandia Cafe 

14 15 
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Kids' Cooking Class 

 

10:00 AM - 11:30 

AM Together in 

Grief 

16 
Service of Lessons & Carols 

8:15 AM Worship 
9:45 AM Worship 

Fellowship Between Services 

 
9:15 AM Free Blood Pressure 

Checks 
 

17 
7:00 PM Men's Book 

Club 

18 
9:00 AM Quilting 

group 
 

12:15 PM CLC Staff 

meeting 
 

:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

19 
10:00 AM  

BYOBrain Bible 

Study 

 

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Life Night 

Christmas Caroling 

20 
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Men's Breakfast @ 

Scandia Cafe 

21 22 

23 
9:00 AM Worship  

ONE SERVICE ONLY 

 

24 
Christmas Eve  

Worship: 3:00, 4:30 

& 9:00 PM 

 

Candlelighting and 

Holy Communion at 

all services 

25 
OFFICE CLOSED  

 

 

26 
LIMITED OFFICE 

HOURS  

 

NO LIFE NIGHT 

27 
LIMITED OFFICE 

HOURS  

 

7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Men's Breakfast @ 

Scandia Café 

28 

OFFICE CLOSED  

29 

30 
9:00 AM Worship  

ONE SERVICE ONLY 

 

31 

OFFICE CLOSED 

1 
OFFICE CLOSED 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

2 

NO LIFE NIGHT 

3 
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Men's Breakfast @ 

Scandia Cafe 

4 5 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Wednesday, November 14th for a short Thanks-
giving worship at 11:30 a.m. followed by our annual Turkey 
Dinner. Everything you know and love about Thanksgiving 
food will be offered. Cost is $15.00. Please sign up in the Ny-
man Center by November 11th.  

 

On Sunday, December 9 we will take the mini-bus to St.     
Andrew’s Christmas Festival in Mahtomedi. St. Andrew's Orchestra, St. Andrew's 
Choir, New Dimension Singers, Handbells, Choristers (K-1), Middle School Choir (6-8), 
Sr. High Choir (9-12), Orff Ensemble will perform. We’ll leave CLC at 2 p.m., the pro-
gram starts at 3:30 p.m. Please sign up in the Nyman Center for this event. 

 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Wednesday, November 21
st

 at 7
 p.m.

 

Each year the Community Thanksgiving Service is a chance for us  

to gather as a community to offer our thanks to God for all of God’s 
blessings. Each year we truly try to make it a community service by 

welcoming people from all parts of the community   

to share reflections, writings and poems, as well as invite those with 
musical  abilities to share their gifts during this service.  

If you or someone you know would like to be involved  

in this service, please contact Pastor Joel or Pastor Hannah. There 
will be a pie reception following the service.  

ALL are WELCOME and INVITED! 



 

 

Steeple to People 

 

Advent & Christmas at Christ Lutheran 

We will once again be adorning our 

sanctuary on Christmas Eve with poin-

settia plants. You can do-

nate a poinsettia in honor 

of, or in memory of, a 

loved one by filling out a 

form, available at church, 

no later than Sunday, De-

cember 2nd. You can pick up your plant 

following the 9 p.m. Christmas Eve 

service.  

“Hanging of the Greens” 

Join us as we decorate the church for the Advent and Christmas seasons. 
Wednesday, November 28

th 
during Life Night. This usually includes putting 

ornaments and lights on the tree in the Nyman Center, decorating the trees 
in the sanctuary, hanging wreathes around the church, and setting out a 

variety of nativity sets. Many hands are needed for this. It’s always a lot of fun 

and a great way to celebrate the Advent and Christmas seasons.  

“Too Many Shepherds”  
Christmas Pageant  

Join us in worship on December 9th 
as our children lead us and joyfully 
share the Christmas story. We look 
forward to this “Growing in Faith 
Together” Sunday. The children will 
be raising money for ELCA Good 
Gifts that day. Buy a chick, goat, or 
other gift and support hunger re-
lief and sustainable farming around 
the world. It’s a great way to honor 
someone on your Christmas list 
who is hard to buy for! 

December Worship Schedule 
Children’s Program & St. Lucia Sunday 

Sunday, December 9 - 8:15 a.m. and 9:45 a.m.  
 

Service of Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, December 16 - 8:15 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. 

 

Sunday, December 23   
One service only: 9:00 a.m. 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Monday, December 24   

3:00 p.m., 4:30 p.m., 9:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 30 
One service only: 9:00 a.m. 

Advent Fair 
Come to Life Night on Wednesday,   
November 28 from 6:30-7:30 and 
learn about the season of Advent and 
ways to celebrate it as a family. We 
will help decorate the church and cre-
ate resources together that will help 
you walk through the four weeks until 
Christmas. 



 

 
      

Looking for a Gift for a Child in Your Life? 
It’s not always easy finding a good children’s book to share with loved ones during the holidays. Here are 
some recommendations from Pastor Hannah. They are available on Amazon or at the local library. 

 

Thanksgiving: 

Thank You God, by J. Bradley Wigger 

Mary’s First Thanksgiving by Kathy-Jo Wargin 

Let the Whole Earth Sing Praise by Tomie dePaola 

Molly’s Pilgrim by Barbara Cohen 

Grateful by John Buccino 

All of Me by Molly Vang 

 

Christmas: 

The Nativity, illustrated by Julie Vivas 

A Midnight Clear by Katherine Patterson 

Have You Seen Christmas? by Vickie Howe 

Pippin the Christmas Pig by Jean Little 

The Donkey’s Christmas Song  by Nancy Tafuri 

Song of the Stars by Sally Lloyd-Jones 

     

 

TRADITIONAL SWEDISH DINNER  
FEATURING LUTEFISK AND SWEDISH MEATBALLS 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 17 

11:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. (Continuous Seating)  
The Swedish Dinner is put on every year by almost 100 volunteers.  

Sign up to help prepare/setup/serve/cleanup and/or donate food items (such as butter, potatoes, 

and cookies). There is something for everyone willing to volunteer: from waiting and bussing tables to peeling 

potatoes, to washing dishes, to those who prepare the bread, cookies and coffee. No experience required! The 

Swedish Dinner is one of the two main fundraisers each year for WELCA (Women of the ELCA)—all the proceeds 

go towards mission projects.  If you have not participated before, it is so much more fun than work. A great way 

to meet new members and those people you see every Sunday but whom you don’t know.  

Look for these volunteer sign ups in early December. 

 



 

 

Steeple to People 

        Why Your Year-End Offerings and Gifts Matter 

The simple answer is because how we end the year financially directly affects how 
we plan and budget for the coming year. It affects how we continue to work at the vision for the 
future of  the ministry that God has given us to be stewards of  at Christ Lutheran. It affects how 
we can continue the momentum and excitement of  knowing that even though Christ Lutheran 
turns 147 years old in 2019, we know and firmly believe that God is doing a new thing among and 
with us now. It affects how we can improve who we already are and what we already do, while at 
the same time allowing us to continue to be open to what God is inviting us to look like and be 
like next. It affects our ability to be a leader in being honestly open to what it means to be a 
church in 2019. In other words, it matters! 

As we come to the end of  2018 we give thanks to God for you and for your commitment to the 
ministry we share at CLC and we invite you to remember Christ Lutheran in your end of  year giv-
ing. Whether it be through the gift of  stock, or through an extra offering or financial gift, your 
gift to the ministry of  Christ Lutheran will allow us to continue to be a place that is grounded in 
the love of  God made known in Jesus Christ. To be counted towards your 2018 financial 
statement, all donations need to be made by December 31st.  

Contact Kathy Trombly-Ferrin to learn about the tax benefits of  making a donation of  stock, or 
if  you have any other giving questions. clcfinance@frontier.com 

Christ Lutheran Church 
General Fund Operating Statement 
Nine Months ending September 30, 2018 
Unaudited 

 

  YTD 2018   

Total $320,889 $500,000 64% 

        

EXPENSE       

Salary & Benefits $235,801 $331,500 71% 

Other 104,326 168,500 62% 

Total $340,127 $500,000 68% 

        

Oper. Balance ($19,238) $0   

To the Congregation: 
This statement reports the Year-to-Date Net 
Operating Balance for the General Fund as 
of September 30, 2018.  It compares the ac-
tual results to the total year Operating Budg-
et.  Generally, 75% of the Budget should be 
consumed by September 30.  Weekly givings 
are approximately $55,000 worse than budg-
et.  Expenses are approximately $35,000 bet-
ter than budget. 

Cheryl Reinitz, Council Treasurer 
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Keep up to date with the 

events and minist r y of  

Chris t Lutheran by v is i t ing 

our website at  
 

 WWW.CLCMARINE.ORG  
 

 

Our website is a simple, easy 

to navigate format. Find weekly 

announcements, newsletters, 

sermon videos, photos and 

more. 

If you can’t find what you’re 

looking for on the website, find 

us on Facebook or Instagram! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL FALL BAZAAR, BAKE SALE & 
GRANDMA’S ATTIC SALE 

Saturday, November 3rd 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Sunday, November 4th 
9 a.m.-noon

 
 

Come browse all of the unique items at the sales, get something 
yummy to eat, and support mission work while you’re at it!  


