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“We Are a Welcoming Community Seeking 

to Grow Faithful and Transformed Members,  

who Serve in God’s World with Love.” 

Life is More Than… 
It is said during our last days of life there are only three questions that 
stir our hearts and minds: 1) Did I love? ~ “...did I allow myself to be 
vulnerable, did I allow myself to be open to others, to see them, accept 
them and love them to the best of my ability without conditions, was I 
willing to offer myself to others…” 2) Was I loved by others? ~ 
“...who are the people who filled my life with meaning, who are the  
people who saw me, accepted me, who loved me not because of some-
thing I did, but simply because of who I am…” 3) Did I make a differ-
ence? ~ “...how did my life matter, what was its purpose, did I spend 
my days for the benefit of the world around me…” 
 

Conspicuously not on the list were 
questions like: Did I work enough 
hours...earn enough money? Did I wear 
fashionable clothes that matched? Was 
I popular? Did I do everything right? 
Did I earn enough frequent flyer points? 
Did I save enough for tomorrow? Did I 
win? Yet, these and questions like these 
seem to be the ones that fill so much of 
our lives.  
 

Using Jesus’ own words as our guide, 
our Ministry/Stewardship theme for 

2017 will be: “Life is More Than…” On more than one occasion Jesus sees 
how his followers struggle with what truly matters in life. On more than 
one occasion Jesus says, “Life is more than….food, shelter, clothing.” 
“Life is more than…” is not an invitation by Jesus to get more or even be 
more. Rather it seems to be an invitation to simplify and focus on what is 
important, what is needed. These words of Jesus seem to be an invitation 
to be mindful of what life is all about. We look forward to growing in our 
understanding of being stewards of this life God has given us. We look 
forward to taking time in 2017 to think about, pray about, and celebrate 
how “Life is more than…”   
 

Watch for information about our Ministry/Stewardship theme in the 
coming weeks. And if possible, join us in worship during the first two 
Sundays of November as together we explore how Jesus invites us to    
examine our lives and realize how life truly is “more than…” 

     LIFE 



A few days ago a friend of mine from high school, 

who is a pastor in Texas posted on Facebook the 

news that a teenage girl from his community was 

missing. “Please pray for her and her safe return” 

was his request. The list was long of people who 

posted a reply comment that simply said, 

“Praying.” Even without knowing all the details, 

praying for the safe return of a missing child seems like a no-

brainer. If I were her parent I think I would find comfort and 

strength knowing that as many people as possible were praying 

for her safe return. “Dear God, please be with ….wherever she is, 

be with her parents and all those who love her, bring wisdom and 

your light to those who are searching and bring her safely home. 

Amen.” 

Tonight (two days later) he just posted she had been found, alive 

and well. She is back with her parents. Whew! I can only imagine 

the flood of emotions that is filling those who love her knowing 

she is safe. Again the list is long on Facebook with people posting 

a reply comment. For the most part they all say something like… 

“Praise God for answered prayers”…. “God is so good”…. “God is 

so awesome”… “Praise God from whom all blessings flow.”  

All good thoughts until I started to think about what the            

responses would be if she wasn’t found alive and well. Do you 

think anyone would have posted a response that said “God is so 

good” if the update was she was found dead. I wonder if anyone 

would have dared to respond by saying, “God most have been too 

busy to answer our prayers” or “If only a few more people had 

prayed” or even “What the heck God? Why didn’t you do some-

thing?”   

According to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Chil-

dren, roughly 800,000 children are reported missing each year in 

the United States -- that's roughly 2,000 per day. Thankfully, 

most of them wander home, or are found and returned to their 

homes alive and well. But each year there are many who aren’t 

found alive. There are thousands of children who go missing and 

are never heard from again. I imagine Facebook is filled with 

their family and friends seeking prayers for the safe return of 

their loved ones. Is God simply not answering their prayers? If 

the child does not return home safe and sound does it mean that 

God chose not to return their child to them? Does it mean their 

prayer didn’t work? 

To be honest I struggle sometimes with prayer. And much of the 

struggle has to do with the Why of prayer. Do we pray to draw 

God’s attention to our need? Do we pray to save us from the 

struggles and sufferings of life? Do we pray to free us from  
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Community Seeking to Grow    
Faithful and Transformed  

Members, Who Serve in God’s 
World with Love.”  

From Christ Lutheran’s Vision Statement  
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responsibility? Do we pray in the hope God might give us what we want, what we ask, what we 

need? If so, does that mean if we don’t get what we want, or what we pray for, God is trying to send a 

message that we are being punished or we are getting what we deserve?  

On more than one occasion it is clear the disciples of Jesus also struggled with prayer. “Teach us to 

pray” they asked Jesus over and over. Teach us because too often it seems like we pray only when 

we need something miraculous to happen—and when it doesn’t happen we wonder about God. 

Teach us because prayer seems like a last resort (“we tried everything, now we just pray.”). Teach us 

because at a deep level we yearn to draw closer to God.  

According to Jesus, by far the most important thing about prayer is to keep at it. In the morning, at 

night, in the shower, while walking through the neighborhood - keep at it. When you are lost, or 

worried, or struggling - keep at it. Keep at it, not because by doing so you will open the mind or the 

heart of God - but maybe keep at it, because in doing so you will open your mind and your heart - 

which in turn will open your life to God. See you in church this Sunday! 

~ Pastor Joel 

 
 
 
 

 

  

Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Wednesday, November 23
rd

 at 7
 p.m.

 

Each year the Community Thanksgiving Service is a chance for us  

to gather as a community to offer our thanks to God for all of 
God’s blessings. Each year we truly try to make it a community 
service by welcoming people from all parts of the community   

to share reflections, writings and poems, as well as invite those 
with musical   abilities to share their gifts during this service.  

If you or someone you know would like to be involved  

In this service this year, please contact Pastor Joel or Pastor     
Hannah. There will be a pie reception following the service.  

ALL are WELCOMED and INVITED! 
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REMEMBERING THE SAINTS   

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6 
 

In addition to remembering and giving thanks to God for the ‘Saints’ 

in our lives during our normal Sunday morning worship services, CLC 

will host a special gathering at  Oakland Cemetery in Marine at 5 p.m. 

on All Saints’ Sunday, November 6. We will gather just inside the en-

trance of the cemetery for a brief time of remembrance and prayer, 

then all gathered are invited to place lit candles on the graves of fam-

ily, friends, neighbors and strangers. Even if you do not know anyone 

who is buried at Oakland Cemetery you can come and as you place 

your candles you can remember the “saints” of your life and the 

“saints” of our community. As the darkness grows, the cemetery be-

gins to glow from the candles marking the lives of saints near and far. 

Candles will be provided.  

PartyLite Candle 

Fundraiser  
 

Sandy Mondor will once 

again have PartyLite prod-

ucts available for sale in 

November. Proceeds from 

the sale support CLC  

summer ministries. 

Prior to the sale, catalogs 

and order forms are avail-

able in the office. Candle 

products can be viewed in 

the Nyman Center, Sun-

days Nov. 20 & Nov. 27. 

See Sandy Mondor for 

more information or call 

651-430-1229. Or you 

may place your order 

online 
www.partylite.biz/sandymondor   

Thank you! 

Nourished at Christ Lutheran 

an interview with Katherine Arnason 

 

What/who Nourishes your life?  

Food! And love! Family, friends, Pastor Hannah & Pastor Joel, Jesus and God. 
 

Are there times in your life when you realize you are missing that  

nourishment?  Not very often.  
 

How does CLC Nourish your life?  

It helps me grow closer to Christ.   I know that no matter where I go Jesus is with 
me.  
 

How do you think CLC Nourishes the community?  

I think CLC nourishes the community by supporting those in need.  Showing 
God's love when we love each other nourishes us and everybody else.  

http://www.partylite.biz/sandymondor


5 

Darkness. It’s all around us, especially this time of year. The days get shorter, 
colder. The nights get long. For some of us now, and for all of us at times, the 
darkness inside our lives is almost as dark as the night sky. Darkness lingers. 

We look around hoping, yearning for a glimmer of light to show us where we are 
and what’s around us.  We look for light to give direction and guidance. We look 

around searching. When we are in tune with this yearning of our lives we        
become open to the season of the church year called: Advent.  

“The People who walked in darkness have seen a great light” are words we 
hear during the Christmas season, and they are words that will help guide us 
this Advent Season. Join us in worship during the four weeks leading up to 

Christmas as together we search and remain open to the                               
“Star of Wonder” which shines in the darkness.  

 
Thursdays in Advent 

All adults, but especially those 60 and 
older, are invited to join us on Thurs-
days during    Advent for lunch followed 
by a time of exploring the themes of 
Advent through art, music, poetry, and 
worship.  
We will gather on Thursdays, Decem-
ber 1, December 8 and December 15 
at 11:30 a.m.  
Watch for more information and for sig-
nups in the coming week.  

 

 

Star 
of Wonder 

Advent 2016 
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Rachel Folden, Sadie Heieren,  

Alec Jankowski, Jack Wallace,             
Nicole Willey, Cooper Wylie,  

Peter Zajac 

GOD’S BLESSINGS UPON  

OUR 2016 CONFIRMANDS 
 

  

Calling all CLC Women! SAVE THE DATES! 
 

2nd CLC Women's Dog Sled Trip to YMCA Camp Menogyn   

Tuesday, January 31 - Thursday, February 2, 2017  

A winter adventure is awaiting you in the Boundary Waters. Join women from CLC 

for a trip of a lifetime to Camp Menogyn. Enjoy traveling north for skiing, snowshoe-

ing, dog sledding, relaxation, and fun. Last year's group rated it 5 stars!  

More information coming soon. 

Your Story: Named as a Child of God 
We all have a story to tell. Whether it’s a story about when you were growing up or a story from your day, stories help 
us make sense of who we are and who we are in relationship with one another. At Confirmation this past month we 
have been talking about the sacraments of baptism and holy communion and how through the water, wine, and bread 
we are reminded of God’s story for us: we are named children of God, which means we are loved and we are forgiven. 
Names matter. We remember the story of Abram when his name was changed to Abraham, which means “Father of a 
great nation.” His son born to two really old folks, was named Isaac, which means “laughter.” Jesus’ names means, “he 
saves.” When Moses asked God what his name was he said, “I am.” 

 

To help share your story of being named a child of God with your family and friends, here are some questions to 
share around the dinner table, in the car, at the coffee shop: What does your name mean?  How did your parents 
name you? What was special about the day you were born? Have you been baptized? Yes? When were you baptized? 
Where? Who was a part of your day? What do you remember?  

No? Would you like to be baptized? Why or why not? Who would you like to be a part of your day? 

http://www.bethany-denver2.org/wp-content/uploads/FaithForm.jpg


7 

THRIVE Adult Education this fall 

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m., Fireside Room 
THRIVE is held every Wednesday. We’re highlighting the following... 

 

November 9—Mike Huntley from Youth Service Bureau will be here on November 9, 2016 talking 

about social media. The conversation is for youth and adults. Confirmation parents' night will be a part of 
the forum. 

 

November 16—Please come and hear about Compatible Technologies International’s (CTI) 

work in Africa from the organization’s Executive Director and try your hand at a peanut grinder!  

 

CLC is lucky to have CTI Executive Director, Alexandra Spieldoch, on site to present: How Compatible Technology 

International is developing post-harvest tools and programs in partnership with female farmers of small plots of 

land in Africa to lift families and communities out of hunger and poverty. 

 

CTI is the premiere innovator of post-harvest farm tools for women in Afri-

ca.  Throughout Africa, women do most of the work farming and preparing 

food for their families. Although they're a vital part of the rural economy, wom-

en rarely have access to technologies and resources that can help them mar-

ket their crops or earn money as farmers and business leaders.  78% of peo-

ple who live in extreme poverty are in rural areas and depend of farming for 

their livelihoods.   
 

 

For more than 35 years, Compatible Technology International (CTI), a St. Paul, 

MN-based nonprofit, has been innovating tools that are appropriate for small-holder, rural farmers in developing 

countries.  One of CTI’s flagship tools, the grinder, has equipped women in Africa, and 40 countries around the 

world, with a simple and sturdy hand-operated tool to process flour, nut butter  and other products in minutes. 

CTI’s grinders are affordable, rugged, easy to use, and tailor-made for women in Africa and around the world. 

 

Enterprising women across the globe use CTI’s grinders to start businesses providing milling services for neigh-

bors and selling various food products at market, such as peanut butter, breakfast drinks, medicines, and more. 

CTI’s grinder program delivers the mills to women across the Africa through sales to farmers, women’s groups, 

and through partnerships with other organizations working on rural development.  

 

Today, CTI’s tools, including millet threshing and post-harvest peanut tools, are being used by women in more 

than 40 countries. CTI is also developing programs with farming groups in Southern and West Africa to help 

women develop safe food practices and business training so they can sell their food on the market. 

http://www.bethany-denver2.org/wp-content/uploads/FaithForm.jpg
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“Hanging of the Greens”  

after 9:45 a.m. worship on Sunday, December 4  
 

“Stars of Wonder” 

Children/Youth Christmas Play 

Sunday, December 11 ~ 8:15 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. 
 

St. Lucia Sunday 

Sunday, December 11 
 

Service of Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, December 18~ 8:15 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. 
 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Saturday, December 24   

~ 3:00 p.m., 4:30 p.m., 9:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day Worship 
Sunday, December 25  

~ 9:45 a.m. 
 

New Year’s Day Worship 
Sunday, January 1  

~ 9:45 a.m. 

 

 

You are invited to join us 
on December 11th at  

8:15 or 9:45 for a  

Christmas play,  

“Stars of Wonder” 

 put on by the children and 

youth of CLC. 
The children and youth of the cast are    

hoping to raise money to help support the  

ELCA Hunger Campaign. Instead of ticket 

sales there will be a special collection and a 

special reception following each service 

where there will be a free-will offering with 

all donations going towards the  

ELCA Hunger Campaign.  
 

Invite friends, family and neighbors 
to join us.  

“Hanging of the Greens”  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Join us as we decorate the church for the  

Advent/Christmas  

season  

while also engaging in some  

Advent activities for the entire family   

on Sunday, December 4th from  

11a.m.-1 p.m.  

Laughter, Love, Life and Lunch  

will be served.  

          Mark Your 2017 calendar now… 

    Traditional Swedish Dinner 
with Meatballs & Lutefisk 

 

Thursday, January 19, 2017 
11:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.                              

$18 per person 
continual seating 

 
Sign ups starting in December! 

 

   ♥  ♥  Välkomna!  ♥  ♥ 
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Kathy Armitage 

Larry Smith  

Bob Davis 

Audrey Flod 

Jon Hackmann 

Bertha Klinefelter 

Susan Knapp 

Vern Pennie 

Sharon Remick 

Jack Warren 

Betsy Willey 

Scott Mondor (brother of Matt Mondor) 

Bill McDonald (father of Deb Landrith) 

Kelly Liddle (sister of Carol Waltz) 

Mary Lou Chappell (sister-in-law of Kay Hempel) 

Tom and Ben Strange (brother and nephew of 
Glenda Svendsen) 

Angie Semmens (friend of Jerry and Vikki Getchell 
& family) 

Joan Hirt (cousin of Peg Arnason) 

Jim Mondor (father of Matt Mondor) 

Ben Lapos (father of Andy Lapos) 

Don Dunlap (father of Mary Rudeen) 

Annita Williams (friend of John and Deb Landrith) 

Laurie Greene (cousin of Dave Ledo) 

Greg Meyers (son of Laura and Gary Meyers) 

Phil Opperthauser (brother-in-law of Steve and 
Leigh Delisi) 

Jerry Carlson (brother of Lynn Holt) 

Mary and Clare Lauer (friends of Dodo 
Schouweiler) 

Pam Zawistowski (Linda Mendenhall’s sister-in-
law) 

 

Please contact the church  
office if you would like  

someone added or removed from 
our Prayer List.  
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SERVING IN GOD’S WORLD 
WITH LOVE 

 

 
 

Help Always Wanted 
Help Always Appreciated 

 

Pies for Parmly 
Once a year we help sponsor the monthly birthday party for 
the residents of Parmly Care Center in Chisago City. And over 
the years we have become “famous” for our pies. This year 
the birthday party is on Tuesday,  November 15th. We are in 
need of 1) People willing to make and donate a pie (all kinds 
of pies are welcome). Pies need to be dropped off at church 
by noon on Tuesday, November 15. 2) We are also in need of 
about 4 people to help serve the pies and interact with the res-
idents of Parmly. You will be needed from about 1 p.m.-3 p.m. 
But in those two hours you will meet some great people and 
make a big difference in their lives. Sign up on the kiosk in the 
Nyman Center. 

One Stop Donation Drop  
Join the Soaring Eagles 4-H Club on Saturday, November 19 
from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. at the Scandia Community Center. There 
will be so many ways to help people in need, animals, and the 
environment locally and globally. The event will have collection 
boxes for items and financial donations. There will be chil-
dren's games, food, a silent auction, bake sale, hands-on ser-
vice activities, a blood drive, and items to purchase from vari-
ous non-profits.  

Valley Outreach in December 
We have been asked to provide 5 or 6 volunteers from 9:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. on Mon, Dec. 19 and Wed., Dec. 21 at the 
food shelf at Valley Outreach in Stillwater. See the sign up 
sheet on the kiosk in the Nyman Center. Please park in the lot 
next door, as close to the street as possible. There are passes 
available in the Valley Outreach building to put on your dash-
board. Please arrive no earlier than 9:30. Call Ellen Albertson 
for more details at 651-439-3183.  
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A letter from John Arnason, Christ Lutheran Council President 
 

We  are...Restoring, Revitalizing, Renewing 
For many months, the church council along with our pastors have been in conversation 
about where we are as a congregation, trying to discern the congregation God is calling us to 
be now and in the future. It has been an exciting conversation that has affirmed many 
things: 1) We are blessed to have a tremendous staff at CLC with two exceptional pastors 
who are inspiring us with meaningful worship and sermons, and who are helping us see 
how the church is changing, or needs to change, to meet the needs of our community. 2) We 
feel like we have recovered from the financial hardships from 2008-2011. We still have 
work to do (including meeting the budget for 2016—thank you for your support). But over-
all we are in a much more stable position. 3) Part of our understanding of stewardship in-
cludes being stewards (caretakers) of the building and property of CLC, and there are areas 
of concern which need addressing. One being the new heating system, but also as we look 
around the sanctuary there are needed updates and repairs. As we continue to draw people 
from near and far, our parking situation needs to be addressed. 4) We see Christ Lutheran 
literally and figuratively as a church serving as a light on the hill. We are here to reach out 
and address and meet the needs of our community. How are we doing that? What are we 
missing? How is God calling us to be a church that meets these needs? 
 

With these and many other thoughts and questions in mind, the church council has begun  
an assessment process about the feasibility of addressing some of these needs. In other 
words we are beginning to have conversations about our future and we’re hoping you would 
be willing to share and take part. We have begun working with a consulting firm and in the 
coming days we will be meeting with a handful of CLC families to talk about our vision 
while seeking input about the ministry we share. In the coming weeks there will also be a 
survey which allows all of you to share your thoughts. And in the near future there will be 
some small group opportunities for you to take part in helping to shape this conversation 
which will hopefully lead to a capital campaign in 2017.  
 

Watch the Sunday bulletins and upcoming Rootings emails for ways you can be involved. 
And on behalf of the entire church council, thank you for your continued support of Christ 
Lutheran.  

November 10—Join us for a tour of the “Martin Luther: Art 

and the Reformation” exhibit. We’ll leave at 10 a.m. We’ll 

eat lunch first, then tour the exhibit.  $20 covers transporta-

tion and tour. Please pay when you sign up.  

November 14—Thanksgiving Worship and Dinner  

All are welcome to join us for 11:30 worship with dinner    

afterwards.  We’ll enjoy turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, 

green beans, Susan’s famous cranberry sauce and pie for 

dessert.  Sign up by Friday, Nov. 11. $14 per person.  
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Christ Lutheran’s most recent photo directory was 

produced in 2012. It’s time for a new one! We’ve 

partnered with Lifetouch to create our new directo-

ry. Sign-ups for photo sessions will be available be-

ginning in December. We want to have a compre-

hensive directory of our church family so please 

mark your calendars for these dates, and plan to be 

photographed.  
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BAZAAR AND BAKE 

SALE 
Saturday and Sunday 

November 5th & 6th 

9:00 a.m.—1 p.m. 

 

Returning this year! 

“Grandma’s Attic” 

Gently used and new  

household items.  

You name the price! 
 

Keep up to date with the 

events and ministry of  

Christ Lutheran! 
 

 CLCMARINE.ORG  
 

Our website is updated weekly 

with announcements and  

bi-monthly with the an online ver-

sion of the Steeple to People 

Newsletter and each month’s  

calendar. You can also find  

archived Steeple to People  

editions.  

You can also watch Pastor Joel’s 

and Pastor Hannah’s sermons.  

If you can’t find what you’re look-

ing for on the website, find us on  

Facebook!  

 

www.facebook.com/clcmarine 

 


