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STEEPLE TO PEOPLE    STEEPLE TO PEOPLE    STEEPLE TO PEOPLE       
September & October 2017  

“Prayer is taking a chance that against all odds and past history, we are loved and    
chosen, and do not have to get it together before we show up.”  

- Anne Lamott, Help Thanks Wow: Three Essential Prayers  
 

Help - Thanks - Wow 
The Stewardship of Prayer - Christ Lutheran 2018 

 

Often we limit our understanding of prayer to something we ‘do’ at certain 
times during the day: so some of us pray in the morning, some pray before 
meals, some pray as we get ready for bed at the end of the day. Or maybe our 
understanding of prayer is limited to something we only do when we are at 
church. Even more, some believe prayer is best left to the Pastors. 
 

Throughout the coming year we hope to expand our understanding of prayer 
from being something we ‘do’ to being part of 
who we are. So that prayer becomes more than 
just an action, but also a stance, a way of being in 
the world that reflects a sense of connection with 
God, with each other, with ourselves, and with all 
of creation.  
 

Help - Thanks - Wow: The Stewardship of 
Prayer will be our ministry theme for 2018. Us-
ing the title of a book by the writer Anne Lamott 
as a starting point, this coming year we will ex-
plore ways in which prayer is not simply some-
thing we do, or something we expect someone 
else to do for us, but rather prayer as the heart of 

our understanding of who we are and how we relate to the world around us.  
 

In the coming weeks you will receive more information about ways we hope 
to grow in our understanding of prayer. That information will also include an 
invitation for you to make a 2018 financial pledge for the mission and minis-
try we share at Christ Lutheran. Watch for it in the mail in early November.   
 

“Gratitude begins in our hearts and then dovetails into behavior. It almost    
always makes you willing to be of service, which is where the joy resides.  

It means that you are willing to stop being such a jerk. When you are aware of 
all that has been given to you, in your lifetime and the past few days, it is hard 

not to be humbled, and pleased to give back.”  
- Anne Lamott, Help Thanks Wow: Three Essential Prayers  

 
 

STEEPLE TO PEOPLESTEEPLE TO PEOPLESTEEPLE TO PEOPLE   

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2017NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2017NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2017    

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7113.Anne_Lamott
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/21421044
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7113.Anne_Lamott
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/21421044
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Throughout 2017 much attention has been made about this year being 
the 500thrg Anniversary of the Reformation. This past winter and spring 
there was an exhibit at the Minnesota Institute of Art. Over the past 
few weeks there have been news reports on almost every network 
highlighting the lasting legacy of the Reformation and promoting spe-
cial events and worship services being held jointly between Lutheran 
and Catholic churches. There have been articles written about it in the 
Atlantic Monthly, the USA Today, the New Yorker and the Wall Street 

Journal (just to name a few). A number of special books, and even a few movies, have 
been produced this year highlighting the anniversary. Someone even gave me a pair of 

dress socks that have the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation embroidered on them. 
 

To remind you, on October 31, 1517, Martin Luther wrote out a list of complaints and 
concerns he had about the Catholic Church. Most of them had to do with the corruption 
of church practices that, according to Martin Luther, were against Biblical teachings – 
including clerical abuses, nepotism, the selling of forgiveness and access to God’s 
grace (indulgences). Luther took his list, which became known as the 95 Theses, and 
nailed them to the door of the Wittenberg Castle Church. To this day, this one act of 
Martin Luther is seen as one of the main catalysts for the Protestant Reformation which 
would not only bring about the multiplication of Christian denominations, but would 
open the door to a new way of understanding the role of the church in the life of the 
believer. It opened the door to questioning what it means to be the church - and what 
role the church has in society. It opened up questioning the role of the priest (or pastor) 
- and what is the role of the lay person (anyone who is not a priest or pastor)? How 
does one read and understand the Bible? What does it mean to have faith in one’s daily 

life?  

These are just a few of the lingering questions that still inspire the church today. 

But in the end, the main question, at least this year as we celebrate the 500th Anniver-
sary of the Reformation is - so what? At the end of the day, or as we come to the end of 

this anniversary year, why does it matter?  
 

I don’t know if I am the best person to answer the question. While 500 years sounds 
impressive, in my mind it is just as important as the 133rd or the 431st anniversary 
were—and my guess is no one made a special pair of socks highlighting those anniver-
sary years. I have not watched any of the special movies that have come out. I have not 
read any of the new books. I have read a few articles, but truth be told, only when 
someone handed it to me and said, “you should read this.”  To me the lasting legacy of 
the Reformation is the call to Pay Attention. Much of Martin Luther’s legacy comes from 
the fact no one was paying attention to what was happening within the church. No one 
was paying attention to the ways the church was only concerned about itself and had 
forgotten its mission of being in the world. No one was paying attention to the ways the 
church was becoming irrelevant in the life of the community. No one was paying atten-
tion to what the Bible actually said about the grace of God. No one was paying attention 
to the growing sense within those who went to church that faith was something we “do” 
on Sundays, but not really part of who we truly are. And whether it is the 500th Anniver-
sary or the 501st Anniversary I would hope we would continue to be a church that heeds 

this on-going call: Pay Attention. 

~ Pastor Joel 
 

For further reflection of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation and what it means for 

the church today - we invite you to join us in worship on Sunday,    November 12th. We 

welcome Pastor Mark Hanson, former Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, to Christ Luther-

an. He will be preaching at both worship services.  

Please join us.  

 

Christ Lutheran Church  

150 Fifth Street  

Marine on St. Croix, MN 55047  

clcmarine.org  

Church Office: 651-433-3222 

Office Hours  

9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Sunday Worship 

8:15 a.m. & 9:45 a.m. 
Fellowship is held between services 

 

Pastors & Staff  
Joel Martin, Pastor  
clcpastorjoel@frontiernet.net  
Home: 651-433-9952   
Cell: 651-323-0486 
 

Hannah Bartos, Pastor  
clcpastorhannah@frontier.com 
Cell: 612-205-1610 
 

Laura Langreck, Office Manager,      
Almost Angels Choir,  RBPS 
Bookkeeper 
christmsc@frontiernet.net  
 

Susan Foss, Financial Sec. & Adven-
turers,  
susanclc@frontiernet.net 
 

Cheryl Reinitz, Treasurer 
clctreasurer@frontiernet.net 
Cell: 651-357-4854 
 

Charlie Anderson, Custodian 
 

Bob Waedekin, Organist,  
Steeple Singers Choir, Music Coordi-
nator                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

Church Council  

John Arnason, President, 433.8510  

Chris Getchell, Vice President, 433.5135 

Anne Gardner,  Secretary, 439.7289 

Cheryl Reinitz, 357.4854 

Marcy Wirth, 433.3278 

Matt Langreck, 587.4243 

John Landrith, 270.5221 

Eric Tryon, 491.6263 

Kathy Marker, 433.4149 

Bill Eggers, 433.3217 

Pat Pardun, 433.2130 

Suzanne Pollack, 433.3207 
 

Red Bridge Preschool 

Elizabeth Weisberg 

Director & Lead Teacher 

Phone: 651-433-3222  

redbridge@frontier.com 

Susan Foss, Twos’ Teacher 
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REMEMBERING  

THE SAINTS   

SUNDAY, NOV. 5 
 

In addition to remembering and 

giving thanks to God for the ‘Saints’ 

in our lives during our normal 

Sunday morning worship services, 

CLC will host a special gathering at  

Oakland Cemetery in Marine at 5 

p.m. on All Saints’ Sunday, Novem-

ber 5. We will gather just inside the 

entrance of the cemetery for a brief 

time of remembrance and prayer, 

then all gathered are invited to place 

lit candles on the graves of family, 

friends, neighbors and strangers. 

Even if you do not know anyone who 

is buried at Oakland Cemetery you 

can come and as you place your 

candles you can remember the 

“saints” of your life and the “saints” 

of our community. As the darkness 

grows, the cemetery begins to glow 

from the candles marking the lives 

of saints near and far. Candles will 

be provided.  

SERVING IN GOD’S WORLD 
WITH LOVE 

 

 
 

Help Always Wanted 
Help Always Appreciated 

 

Pies for Parmly 
Once a year we help sponsor the monthly birthday party 
for the residents of Parmly Care Center in Chisago City. 
And over the years we have become “famous” for our 
pies. This year the birthday party is on Tuesday,  Novem-
ber 21. We are in need of 1) People willing to make and 
donate a pie (all kinds of pies are welcome). Pies need to 
be dropped off at church by noon on Tuesday, November 
21. 2) We are also in need of about 4 people to help serve 
the pies and interact with the residents of Parmly. You will 
be needed from about 1 p.m.-3 p.m. But in those two 
hours you will meet some great people and make a big 
difference in their lives. Sign up on the kiosk in the Nyman 

Center. 

Valley Outreach in November 
We have been asked to provide 5 or 6 volunteers from 
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on Mon, Nov. 27, Wed., Nov. 29, 
and Friday, Dec. 1 at the food shelf at Valley Outreach in 
Stillwater. See the sign up sheet on the kiosk in the Ny-
man Center. Please park in the lot next door, as close to 
the street as possible. There are passes available in the 
Valley Outreach building to put on your dash-board. 
Please arrive no earlier than 9:30. Call Ellen Albertson for 

more details at 651-439-3183.  

Hats, Mittens, Books 
Each year the Marine Women’s Civic Club collects hats, 
mittens and children’s books for Community University 
Health Clinic. There is a box near the office for donations.  

Others are welcome to add to it. 

Holiday Hope 
CLC is sponsoring two families through Community 

Thread’s Holiday Hope program. A Christmas tree filled 
with donation tags will be in the Nyman Center near the 

end of November. Please take a tag or two to help a    

family in need this Christmas season.  
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Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Wednesday, November 22
nd

 at 7
 p.m.

 

Each year the Community Thanksgiving Service is a chance for us  

to gather as a community to offer our thanks to God for all of 
God’s blessings. Each year we truly try to make it a community 
service by welcoming people from all parts of the community   

to share reflections, writings and poems, as well as invite those 
with musical   abilities to share their gifts during this service.  

If you or someone you know would like to be involved  

In this service this year, please contact Pastor Joel or Pastor     
Hannah. There will be a pie reception following the service.  

ALL are WELCOME and INVITED! 

November 12th @ 11:30 a.m. Thanksgiving worship followed by our 
annual Turkey Dinner. Everything you know and love about thanks-
giving food will be offered. Cost $15.00   
 

December 21st @ 9:30 a.m. This is not to be missed! A Minnesota 
Orchestra Christmas with a new story work by Kevin Kling! We will 
hear this new work and the orchestra play that will warm your hearts 
and add to the beauty of the season.  Seats are very limited. You 
must sign up and pay by November 21st.  Cost is $42.00 and in-
cludes ticket and transportation  

    Sign up for these events in the Nyman Center.  

December 9th - Congregational Progressive Dinner 
Appetizers will be served at 5:30. Following appetizers, dinner/dessert will be served at host loca-
tions. All adults are invited to participate at a cost of $15.00 per person. If you are willing to be  

a dinner host, you will be exempt from the $15.00 charge. Please sign up to host a dinner, or to 
bring appetizers, or to bring dessert. If you haven’t attended in the past, this is the year to do it!  
It’s a great evening of merriment and conversations, enticing appetizers, delicious dinners, all 
topped off with fantastic desserts. Please contact Susan Foss 433-3222, with any questions. 
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Advent & Christmas at Christ Lutheran 

 

“The ‘Twases of  

Christmas”  
Join us in worship on December 
10

th
 as our children lead us and 

share the Christmas story 
through poetry and song. We 

look forward to this “Growing in 
Faith Together” Sunday. 

The children will once again be 
raising money for ELCA Good 

Gifts. They thank you in ad-
vance for supporting this      

important fundraiser.  

 

We will once again be adorning our sanctuary on Christmas Eve with Poinsettia 
plants. You can donate a Poinsettia in honor of, or in memory of, a loved one by fill-
ing out a form, available at church, no later than Sunday, 
December 3rd. You can pick up your plant following the         

9 p.m. Christmas Eve service.  

“Hanging of the Greens” 
Join us as we decorate the church for the  

Advent and Christmas seasons. Sunday, December 3
rd 

after worship. This usually 
includes putting ornaments and lights on the giant tree in the Nyman Center, 

decorating the trees in the sanctuary, hanging wreathes around the church, and 

 

 

 

December Worship Schedule 
Children’s Program & St. Lucia Sunday 

Sunday, December 10 
 

Service of Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, December 17 - 8:15 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Sunday, December 24   

9:00 a.m., 4:00 p.m., 9:00 p.m. 
 

New Year’s Eve Worship 
Sunday, December 31  

9:45 a.m. 
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November 2017 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Treats, Coffee & Fellow-

ship 
9:45 AM Worship 

30 31 
12:15 PM CLC Staff 

meeting 
8:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

1 
9:00 AM Quilters 
10:00 AM BYOB 

Bible Study 
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 

Life Night Supper 
6:00 PM - 6:30 PM 

Almost Angels choir 

rehearsal 
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Life Night classes 
6:30 PM Steeple 

Singers rehearsal 

2 
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Men's Breakfast 
5:00 PM Dinner & 

Learn 

3 4 
9:00 AM Annual Fall 

Bazaar 
10:00 AM - 11:30 

AM Together in 

Grief group 

5 
ALL SAINTS' SUNDAY 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Annual Fall Bazaar 
9:15 AM Treats, Coffee & Fellow-

ship 
9:45 AM Worship 

5:00 PM Lighting of the graves @ 

Oakland Cemetery  

6 7 
12:15 PM CLC Staff 

meeting 
8:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

8 
10:00 AM BYOB 

Bible Study 
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 

Life Night Supper 
6:00 PM - 6:30 PM 

Almost Angels choir 

rehearsal 
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Life Night classes 
6:30 PM Steeple 

Singers rehearsal 

9 
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Men's Breakfast 

10 11 

12:00 PM Celebra-

tion of Life: Mary 

Skramstad 

(Torgeson Hall) 

12 
Mark Hanson visiting Preacher: 

Celebrating Reformation Sunday 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Treats, Coffee & Fellow-

ship 
9:45 AM Worship 

13 
11:30 AM Adventur-

ers: Thanksgiving 

worship & lunch 
6:45 PM Church 

Council 

14 
12:15 PM CLC Staff 

meeting 
8:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

15 
9:00 AM Quilters 
10:00 AM BYOB 

Bible Study 
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 

Life Night Supper 
6:00 PM - 6:30 PM 

Almost Angels choir 

rehearsal 
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Life Night classes 
6:30 PM Steeple 

Singers rehearsal 

16 
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Men's Breakfast 

17 18 
10:00 AM - 11:30 

AM Together in 

Grief group 

19 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Free Blood Pressure 

Checks 
9:15 AM Treats, Coffee & Fellow-

ship 
9:45 AM Worship 

20 
7:00 PM Men's Book 

Club 

21 
12:15 PM CLC Staff 

meeting 
1:00 PM Marine 

Civic Club 
1:00 PM Pies for 

Parmly 
8:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

22 
7:00 PM Thanksgiv-

ing Eve worship & 

pie reception 

23 
Thanksgiving Day 

24 25 

26 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Treats, Coffee & Fellow-

ship 
9:45 AM Worship 

27 28 
12:15 PM CLC Staff 

meeting 
1:00 PM Dorcas 

Circle @ Bonnie’s 
8:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

29 
10:00 AM BYOB 

Bible Study 
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 

Life Night Supper 
6:00 PM - 6:30 PM 

Almost Angels choir 

rehearsal 
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Life Night classes 
6:30 PM Steeple 

Singers rehearsal 

30 
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Men's Breakfast 

1 2 
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

All-day Christmas 

Program rehearsal 
10:00 AM - 11:30 

AM Together in 

Grief group 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Treats, Coffee & Fellowship 
9:45 AM Worship 

27 28 
12:15 PM CLC Staff 

meeting 
1:00 PM Dorcas Cir-

cle 
8:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

29 
10:00 AM BYOB Bible 

Study 
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 

Life Night Supper 
6:00 PM - 6:30 PM 

Almost Angels choir 

rehearsal 
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Life Night classes 
6:30 PM Steeple Sing-

ers rehearsal 

30 
7:00 AM - 9:00 

AM Men's Break-

fast 

1 2 
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

All-day Christmas Pro-

gram rehearsal 
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM 

Together in Grief group 

3 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Treats, Coffee & Fellowship 
9:45 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Decorate the church 

4 5 
12:15 PM CLC Staff 

meeting 
8:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

6 
9:00 AM Quilters 
10:00 AM BYOB Bible 

Study 
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 

Life Night Supper 
6:00 PM - 6:30 PM 

Almost Angels choir 

rehearsal 
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Life Night classes 
6:30 PM Steeple Sing-

ers rehearsal 

7 
7:00 AM - 9:00 

AM Men's Break-

fast 

8 9 
5:30 PM Progressive 

Dinner 

10 
Christmas Program 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Treats, Coffee & Fellowship 
9:45 AM Worship 

11 
6:45 PM Church 

Council 

12 
12:15 PM CLC Staff 

meeting 
8:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

13 
10:00 AM BYOB Bible 

Study 
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 

Life Night Supper 
6:00 PM - 6:30 PM 

Almost Angels choir 

rehearsal 
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Life Night classes 
6:30 PM Steeple Sing-

ers rehearsal 

14 
7:00 AM - 9:00 

AM Men's Break-

fast 

15 16 
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM 

Together in Grief group 

17 
Festival of Lessons & Carols 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Free Blood Pressure Checks 
9:15 AM Treats, Coffee & Fellowship 
9:45 AM Worship 

18 
7:00 PM Men's 

Book Club 

19 
12:15 PM CLC Staff 

meeting 
1:00 PM Marine Civic 

Club 
8:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

20 
9:00 AM Quilters 
10:00 AM BYOB Bible 

Study 
 

21 
7:00 AM - 9:00 

AM Men's Break-

fast 
9:30 AM Adven-

turers: A Minne-

sota Orchestra 

Christmas w/ 

Kevin Kling 

22 23 

24 

Christmas Eve Worship 

9AM, 4 PM, 9PM 

25 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

26 
8:00 PM AA/Al-Anon 

27 

 

28 
7:00 AM - 9:00 

AM Men's Break-

fast 

29 30 
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM 

Together in Grief group 

31 
9:45 AM Worship 

1 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

2 3 4 5 6 

December 2017 
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Jack Arnason, Kortney Bohman, 

Emma Bourne, Robert DeGonda, 

Hannah Dettman, Matt Folden,  

Riley Jankowski, Elsa Martin, Tyler  

Peterson, Max Smitten, Maggie Thompson 

GOD’S BLESSINGS UPON  

OUR 2017 CONFIRMANDS 
 

  

Christ Lutheran Church will celebrate the 
500th Anniversary of the Reformation on Sun-
day, November 12. Pastor Mark Hanson, for-
mer ELCA Bishop, will join us for worship at 
both services. Please wear red to celebrate 

and commemorate 500 years of             
God’s Grace in Action.  
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TRADITIONAL SWEDISH DINNER  
FEATURING LUTEFISK AND SWEDISH MEATBALLS 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18 

11:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. (Continuous Seating)  
The Swedish Dinner is put on every year by almost 100 volunteers.  

Sign up to help prepare/setup/serve/cleanup and/or donate food 
items (such as butter, potatoes, and cookies). There is something for everyone willing to volunteer: from 

waiting and bussing tables to peeling potatoes, to washing dishes, to those who prepare the bread, cookies and 
coffee. No experience required! The Swedish Dinner is one of the two main fundraisers each year for WELCA 

(Women of the ELCA)—all the proceeds go towards mission projects.  If you have not participated before, it is 
so much more fun than work. A great way to meet new members and those people you see every Sunday but 

whom you don’t know. Look for these volunteer sign ups in early December. 

Next time you’re at the store, grab a Minnesota Monthly (Nov. 2017 issue) magazine and check out pages 56-
61 for a fantastic photo essay about our Swedish Dinner. Special thanks to photographer Evan Johnson.  

Over the next five years we hope to complete the ministry and building projects which are 
the goals of the capital campaign. Work has begun on two of them.  

Here is an update on each. 

KITCHEN 
If you haven’t had a chance to see it yet, next 
time you’re at church take a peek into the newly 
renovated kitchen. Upgrades include a new floor, 
all new stainless cabinetry, paint, switch plates, 
shelving in the pantry, and a new ceiling. Many 
people were integral in this success of this pro-
ject. Thank you to everyone who helped with 
demolition, cleaning and painting. A few things to 
keep in mind when it comes to our new kitchen:  
1. Wash all dishes you use.    
2. Put dishes away. 
3. Take unused food with you. (Or discard. Don’t put 
in refrigerator.) 
4. Sweep floor. 
5. Never use an abrasive scrub pad or cleaner on the 
stainless steel. Special cleaner is under each sink. 
-Always wipe in the direction of the grain.  
-Take care in moving items to avoid scratching. 
-Use cutting boards - no cutting directly on counters  
6. Launder dishcloths and rags and return them 
ASAP.  
Thank you! 

PARKING LOT 
Work has begun on improving our 
parking area and the appearance of 
our entrance. The goal is to make the 
parking area and entrance safe, ac-
cessible and inviting while maintaining 
the character of our neighborhood.  
The church council has been working 
with an engineer to develop a plan for 
the parking area. That plan is currently 
making its way through the approval 
process with the watershed district, 
the county and the town of Marine on 
Saint Croix. We hope to have approval 
of the project by the end of the year 
and move forward next spring with the 
development of the parking area and 
entrance into the church. 
A sketch of the plan for the parking 
area is posted on the kiosk in the   
Nyman Center. See a church council 

member for more information.  ALL  

RENEW - REVITALIZE - RESTORE PROJECTS 
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THIS & THAT 
Announcing the 2018 Dates for the 3rd 

annual CLC Women's Dog Sled Experi-

ence at YMCA Camp Menogyn, Grand Marais, 

Minnesota.: Tuesday, January 30 - Thursday, 

February 1st, 2018. Cost: $260.00 includes 

transportation, food, lodging and dog sled 

experience or $190.00 includes transporta-

tion, food and lodging (Note: no dog sled 

experience needed) If interested contact: 

Kathy Marker @ ktmarker1@gmail.com or 

612-747-0130 Space is limited! 

Sandy Mondor will once 

again have PartyLite 

products available for 

sale November 26 

through December 3 . 

Proceeds from the sale support CLC 

summer ministries. Prior to the sale, 

catalogs and order forms are available in 

the office. See Sandy Mondor for more 

information or call 651-430-1229. Or 

you may place your order online 

www.partylite.biz/sandymondor     

 

Helpful Tips for Praying with Children and Youth by Pastor Hannah 

Help children talk to God. There isn’t a “correct prayer method.” Encourage kids to start talking to God as they 
would a friend. Tell God about your day, express your fears and joys, even frustrations!  
 

Remember there’s nothing too big—or too small—for God. God can help us face the hardest moments of our 
lives. God is also there to share in our smaller moments too. God wants to know how our day went—everything 
from the rainbow we saw early in the morning that made us smile and about the bully on the playground who 
scares us. 
 

Anything is okay to talk to God about. Don’t discourage a child from including a child from “Moana” in his 
prayer. Let him thank God for his favorite movie and share what’s in his heart. 
 

God listens to all prayers. God is always there, willing to listen to what we have to say. But kids (and adults) 
aren’t always so sure. Sometimes we need proof. So look for ways that God has answered prayers. Did you ask 
for a quick recovery of Andi’s cold? When she’s feeling better, thank God. Remember God answers prayers in 
many ways. God sometimes answers the way we want, sometimes God says, “no…” or “not yet…” Sometimes 
we are waiting to hear God’s answer. Help kids to see answers in all of God’s answers. 
 

Have fun with prayer! Making prayers relevant to kids’ lives enables them to grow in prayer. Connect prayer to 
things that your kids interact with every day. 
 

Here are four of Pastor Hannah’s favorite ways to pray: 

 Find a penny! –Use the penny as a prayer guide. Look at the face on the penny and pray for the people in 
your life. Look at the building and pray for the places/buildings in your life (school, home, church). Touch 
the edge of the penny—Pray for things that are putting you on edge today—that cause you to worry or not 
feel good. 

 Grab some M&Ms!  Each color represents someone to pray for. Green=family, Red=neighbors, Or-
ange=someone at church, Yellow=friends, Blue=Someone you saw today, Brown=someone in a different 
part of the world 

 Text or call: If you were going to text God something today, or call God on the phone, what would you say? 

 Go on a walk and pray for all of the things you see, hear, and touch. 

mailto:ktmarker1@gmail.com
http://www.partylite.biz/sandymondor
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As many of you know, our congregation embarked on a 
five year capital campaign earlier this year that would 
take us to the 150th Anniversary of Christ Lutheran in 
2022: Renew, Revitalize, Restore. 

As we move towards our 150th Anniversary, we know 
we have the opportunity to improve the first impres-
sions and create a more welcoming atmosphere both 
inside and outside our church property. To deepen and 
expand our ministries locally and globally, honor our 
rich heritage and history and the importance CLC holds 
within our community. We do this while challenging 
ourselves to imagine the ways God is calling us to be 
the church of today. In the end, the donations to the 

campaign will primarily focus in on four areas: 1) Establish a safe and accessible parking area and improve 
the landscaping and entrance into the church. 2) Reduce/eliminate current debt allowing us to expand cur-
rent ministry staffing by bringing back the Parish Nurse position and expanding the resources available to 
current ministries (including the ministry of Red Bridge Preschool). 3) Expand and renew our ministry 
’beyond our walls’ - focusing on both the needs of our community while also maintaining and strengthen-
ing our partnerships globally. 4) Addressing restoration needs of our building including: the sanctuary, the 
kitchen, the stained glass windows, and the church organ (among others).   

As we started the campaign we had two ambitious goals. First we hoped to raise 1 million dollars in dona-
tions and pledges over the next five years. Second, we hoped to have over 75% of the active membership 
list of Christ Lutheran contribute to the campaign (the norm for a capital campaign is to have 50% partici-
pation). By the writing of this newsletter we have received pledges/contributions topping, $1,250,000. We 
give thanks to God. Over the next five years we look forward to addressing the needs of the ministry we 
share together. However, we are not done yet. While we have heard back from many of you, we have not 
yet met our second goal of having at least 75% of our active membership participate. So we want you to 
know that we still invite your partnership and participation in the Renew, Revitalize and Restore cam-
paign. If you need another packet of information, or need a pledge sheet call the church office, or pick one 
up next time you are at the church. Thank you!   

        Why Your Year-End Offerings and Gifts Matter 

The simple answer is because how we end the year financially directly affects how we plan and 
budget for the coming year. It affects how we continue to work at the vision for the future of the ministry that 
God has given us to be stewards of at Christ Lutheran. It affects how we can continue the momentum and ex-
citement of knowing that even though Christ Lutheran turns 146 years old in 2018, we know and firmly believe 
that God is doing a new thing among and with us now. It affects how we can improve who we already are and 
what we already do, while at the same time allowing us to continue to be open to what God is inviting us to look 
like and be like next. It affects our ability to be a leader in being honestly open to what it means to be a church in 
2018. In other words, it matters! 

As we come to the end of 2017, we give thanks to God for you and for your commitment to the ministry we 
share at CLC and we invite you to remember Christ Lutheran in your end of year giving. Whether it be through 
the gift of stock, or through an extra offering or financial gift, your gift to the ministry of Christ Lutheran will 
allow us to continue to be a place that is grounded in the love of God made known in Jesus Christ. To be 
counted towards your 2017 financial statement, all donations need to be made by December 31st.  

Contact Susan Foss to learn about the tax benefits of making a donation of stock, or if you have any other giving 
questions.  
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Keep up to date with the 

events and minist r y of  

Chris t Lutheran by v is i t ing 

our website at  
 

 WWW.CLCMARINE.ORG  
 

Our website has been beau-

tifully updated, with a simple, 

easy to navigate format. Find 

weekly announcements, news-

letters, sermon videos, photos 

and more. 

If you can’t find what you’re 

looking for on the website, 

find us on Facebook or  

Instagram! 

 

 

BAZAAR AND BAKE 

SALE 
Saturday and Sunday 

November 4th & 5th 

9:00 a.m.—1 p.m. 

 

“Grandma’s Attic” 

Gently used and new  

household items.  

You name the price! 
 


